7) Title 17 – Increase the Number of Lots Allowed Under a Short Plat and Other Title 17 Amendments
State law makes provisions for city’s to increase the number of lots permitted in a short plat to nine (9).  RCW 58.17.020(6) states:

“"Short subdivision" is the division or redivision of land into four or fewer lots, tracts, parcels, sites, or divisions for the purpose of sale, lease, or transfer of ownership. However, the legislative authority of any city or town may by local ordinance increase the number of lots, tracts, or parcels to be regulated as short subdivisions to a maximum of nine. The legislative authority of any county planning under RCW 36.70A.040 that has adopted a comprehensive plan and development regulations in compliance with chapter 36.70A RCW may by ordinance increase the number of lots, tracts, or parcels to be regulated as short subdivisions to a maximum of nine in any urban growth area” (emphasis added).

Based on this allowance the city proposes the following code changes to allow a short plat to consist of up to nine (9) lots and a subdivision to be ten (10) or more lots.

Revised Code Sections
17.04.240
Short subdivision.

"Short subdivision" means the division or redivision of land into nine four or fewer lots, tracts, parcels, sites or divisions for the purpose of sale or lease, or transfer of ownership.
17.04.260
Subdivision.

"Subdivision" means the division or redivision of land into ten five or more lots, parcels or tracts for the purpose of sale, lease or transfer of ownership.

17.20.070
Lots – Resubdivision.

(2)
Any land which is divided under the short subdivision provisions of this title may not be further divided in any manner within a period of five years following the date of preliminary approval; except that when the short subdivision contains fewer than four parcels, nothing in this section shall prevent the owner who filed the short subdivision from filing an alteration within the five-year period to create up to a total of nine four lots within the original short subdivision boundaries. If a redivision that would result in the creation of a tenth fifth lot is proposed, it shall be considered as a subdivision, subject to a Type III process as prescribed by WMC 18.94.060.

17.44.210
Limitation on further division.

Any land which is divided under the provisions of this chapter may not be further divided in any manner within a period of five years without complying with the provisions of Chapters 17.12 and 17.16 WMC; except that when the short subdivision contains fewer than nine four parcels, nothing in this section shall prevent the owner who filed the short plat from filing an alteration within the five-year period to create up to a total of nine four lots within the original short subdivision boundaries.

17.44.040
Definitions.

(11)
"Short subdivision" means the division of land into nine four or fewer lots, tracts, parcels, sites or divisions for the purpose of sale or lease.

(12)
"Subdivision" means the division of land into ten four or more lots, tracts, parcels, sites or divisions for the purpose of sale or lease.
Other Title 17 Amendments

17.20.040
Easements – Watercourse
Where a subdivision or short subdivision is traversed by a watercourse, an easement or drainage right-of-way of sufficient width to accommodate the watercourse body may be required. Streets parallel to major watercourses may be required. 
17.36.060
Sidewalks
(1) Sidewalks shall be installed along all public and private streets within a subdivision or short subdivision and along the frontage of public or private street or public street rights-of-way that abut the parent parcel. All sidewalks constructed within the subdivision or short subdivision shall be in accordance with the city's adopted engineering standards for public works construction. Construction of all required internal sidewalks shall occur prior to issuance of occupancy permits for structures on individual lots. Construction of sidewalks along the frontage of tracts or existing residences that will remain shall occur prior to final plat.
17.44.170
Public and private streets
(2) Where a subdivision or short subdivision abuts a public road of insufficient width or a public road which does not meet the design standards of the city, the applicant shall be required to construct half-width street improvements including street-lights, street trees, sidewalks, curbs and gutters wherever such subdivision or short subdivision abuts a substandard road for the length of the frontage. The city shall have the discretion to modify this requirement by accepting a payment equal to the estimated cost of such improvements. The city can also modify this requirement by requiring the applicant to execute a covenant running with the subject real property to join in the formation of a local improvement district that may be undertaken, if the subdivision or short subdivision abuts property within 200 feet in any direction that does not have the ability to be further divided.
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