
 
 
 

RAILROAD ADVISORY BOARD 

MEETING MINUTES 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2015 

4:00 PM -5:30 PM 
1300 FRANKLIN STREET – PUBLIC SERVICE CENTER 

6TH FLOOR – BOARD TRAINING ROOM 
Members Present:  
 

Neil Chambers, Dick Clairmont, Todd Coleman, Eric Fuller, Lloyd Lycan, 
Jack Melton, Dave Nelson, John Shaffer, Tom Smith, Dan Weaver, Jon 
Yamashita 

Excused Members: Scott Dalesandro, Chad Eiken, Bill Ganley, Denise McCarty, 
Absent Members:  
Ex-Officio: Eric Temple (PVJR), Will Pickering (BYCX) 
Public: Amber Carter (PVJR), Randy Williams (BYCX), Doug Auburg (BYCX), 

Wayne Harner (Port of Vancouver), Steve Armistad 
Staff: Jeff Swanson 
Agenda Item Facilitator 
Meeting called to order @ 4:01pm Todd Coleman 
Roll Call/Introductions Todd Coleman 
Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes Todd Coleman 
• A scrivener’s error was noted on the September minutes; Amended minutes moved 

for approval (John Shaffer), seconded (Jack Melton), unanimously approved 
Communications/Announcements/Citizen Input 
• Introduction of Amber Carter, PVJR lobbyist 

Todd Coleman 

PVJR Activities Eric Temple 
• Mr. Temple discussed issues with downed trees on the railroad, and reported that an 

abandoned car had been removed from the property on NE 78th Street 
• No new customers; carloads en route have dropped off significantly – all customer 

volumes are down 
• Amber Carter reported on the recently-passed transportation revenue bill as well as 

efforts to secure funding through FRIB, FRAP, and FMSIB programs (the latter 
having received a $100 million allocation over the 16-year revenue bill); looking to 
modify the tonnage threshold to qualify for FMSIB, though the trucking association is 
likely to oppose this; Rep. Clibborn is supportive, and meetings are scheduled with 
Sen. King and Rep. Orcutt; working with Rep. Pike on GMA bill; has met with Mike 
Burgess to coordinate efforts  

BYCX Activities Will Pickering 
•  Had “Fall Leaves” and “Headless Horseman” runs 
• Used inmate labor to clean equipment 
County Activities Jeff Swanson 
• County submitted an application in response to recent FRAP call for projects for a total 

project amount of $500,000 ($973,000 available this biennium) to make improvements 
in main line near interchange; county to match state award 20% up to $100,000 

• Rural industrial land bank project open house October 29th; RRAB comments are being 
produced; Next steps after open house are work session with Planning Commission 
and then public hearing at which Planning Commission will take action; after that the 
decision package goes to the BOCC for consideration, likely in early December 

• County staff have been meeting with representatives from the Senate and House to 



discuss the railroad’s ongoing capital needs; the Legislative Rail Caucus meets 
October 22-23 

Subcommittee Reports  
• By laws and mission statement awaiting county manager approval 
Unfinished Business Todd Coleman 
• None 
New Business Todd Coleman 
• Board member terms expiring at the end of 2015 are: Lloyd Lycan, Dick Clairmont, 

John Shaffer, Jack Melton and Neil Chambers; all five board members expressed a 
desire to be reappointed 

Good of the Order ALL 
• None 
Round Table ALL 
• None 
ADJOURNMENT @ 5:02 pm 
 


