
 
 
 

RAILROAD ADVISORY BOARD 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

MONDAY, JUNE 14, 2010 
4:00 PM -5:30 PM 

1300 FRANKLIN STREET – PUBLIC SERVICE CENTER 
6TH FLOOR – TRAINING ROOM #679 

 
 
Members Present: Dick Clairmont, Todd Coleman, Rodger Lance, Lloyd Lycan, Melinda 

McLucas, Jack Melton, John Shaffer, Florence Wager, Dan Weaver 
Excused Members: Dick Carroll, Bill Ganley, Bart Phillips, Tom Smith,  
Absent Members: Scott Dalesandro 
Ex-Officio: Will Pickering, Eric Temple 
Public: Doug Auburg 
Staff: Fred Abraham, Mark McCauley, April Flinn 
  
Agenda Item Facilitator 
Meeting called to order @ 4:00 pm Lloyd Lycan 
Roll Call/Introductions Lloyd Lycan 
• No Introductions were needed. 
Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes Lloyd Lycan 
• Moved and seconded minutes approved as circulated. 
Communications/Announcements Lloyd Lycan 
• CREDC Rep – Bonnie Moore, who replaced Jerry Petrick, from CREDC will not be seated 

as a member on the RRAB at this time. Bart Phillips will attend the board meetings for now 
as a non-voting member. 

• Resignation Letter – John Allen’s resignation letter was read by Fred Abraham. 
• Thank You Letter – The thank you letter to John Allen for serving on the RRAB was read by 

Lloyd Lycan. 
PVJR Activities (Read by Fred Abraham) Eric Temple 
• Car Counts – The current car counts are looking good. They are ahead of last years 

counts. 
• New Customer – One new additional customer has been added to the transload site. This 

should yield about 75-100 additional cars per year. 
• Potential Customers – Two potential customers were lost for lack of available property. 
• GMA – Eric is still working on the legislative change for the GMA. He will be working on this 

in the next legislative session. 
BYCX Activities (Presented by Doug Auburg) Will Pickering 
• Church Charter – They had a church charter trip last two weeks ago, Sunday. 
• Yacolt Fireworks – There will be a train run on July 2, 2010 that will stop in Yacolt for the 

fireworks. 
• Train Robbery – There will be train robbery excursions in July and August. 
• Equipment Inspection – The FRA inspected their equipment last week. It went well. There 

were no violations. Two small issues were that one car was low on oil, and there was no 
number on the side of another car. 

Status of County Activities Fred Abraham 
• Slide – There was a slide at MP 2 near BPA. The slide was 40 feet long by 6 feet deep and 



completely covered the rails. Mark Wilsdon, Risk Manager and Will Cahill responded with 
West Rail Construction. It was discovered that the slide was most likely caused by BPA. It 
was based on storm water infiltration. BPA recognized that some if not all was caused by 
them and it appears that BPA will be paying for most, if not all, of the work. 

• Andersen Plastics – Andersen Plastics wants to expand their current operation to property 
in Brush Prairie. Two of the five parcels are zoned CR2, commercial residential. Fred has 
looked at various ways to make the property work for them to locate there. The Brush Prairie 
Neighborhood Association does not want to have the designation changed to MH, they 
would rather have it changed the light manufacturing. An ML designation is not allowed in a 
rural center according to a resolution passed 20 years ago by the BOCC and due to 
possible GMA challenges. Fred will be letting the NACCC know that this at their meeting 
tonight followed by a meeting Saturday with the Greater Brush Prairie Neighborhood 
Association. An interim ordinance will go before the BOCC next Tuesday based on the 
BPNA meeting outcome on Saturday, June 19, 2010. This interim ordinance will allow the 
railroad overlay to be enacted for the five parcels designated as CR-2. Sam Kim, president 
of the Brush Prairie Neighborhood Association called for the June 19, 2010 meeting to 
discuss. If the commissioners approve the interim ordinance, there is 60 days allowed for 
public comment and final adoption could take place at that time; Jack Dunn with Andersen 
Plastics and the NACCC do not see any problems with the proposed railroad overlay from 
their perspective. Fred believes that they could be up and running by the end of summer if 
all goes well and they can move forward. Andersen Plastics will bring about 30 jobs to the 
area initially. They have hopes of expanding possibly in the future if needed. 

• $2.3668 M Grant – The grant is underway. Nutter Construction was awarded the contract 
for the drainage portion of the grant at MP 0.2 – 0.4. They will be putting a new culvert under 
the track, improving the drainage ditch, and creating a retention pond that will meter the 
water through the culvert and to Salmon Creek. Fred is working on two bids that will be 
given to Mike Westerman later this week for ties and ballast. The last bid will be for the rail 
and accessories. It is being worked on for the following week. Towards the end of next week 
Fred will be working on the bid for labor and equipment. 

• WUTC Grant – This morning Fred had a final meeting with Public Works employees Greg 
Shafer and Darrell Vavrosky and Mark Wilsdon in Risk Management to go over the No 
Trespassing sign and the RCW associated with it. Public Works will make the signs. They 
will order all the materials; the sign posts, sleeves that go in the ground, and the concrete 
mix, etc. In late fall or early winter, DNR crews will install the signs under the current 
contract with them. The grant will pay Public Works for the materials and producing of the 
signs only. 

• Ride the Rails – John Shaffer and Fred Abraham have been speaking with the legislators 
and staff. They are trying to get local legislators, local officials, and BNSF officials to ride the 
rails. Eric Temple is being asked to work on procuring 3-4 nice high rail trucks. Since the rail 
line is not a class one or two, a rail car cannot be brought down the line as per the FRA. A 
date has not been defined yet. It will probably be late August or early September. They are 
trying to give the legislators some time before the schedule the high rail tour. 

• 78th Street Auction Update – Omega Industries wants to expand their operation. 
Expanding would bring about 70-100 new jobs to the area. They would desire to bid on the 
78th Street property along with others who may desire to. The problem is that the property is 
road fund property. There are statutes on how to deal with a road fund property and it is very 
specific. Chris Horne in the PA’s office is assigned to draft language on how to prepare for 
the auction. The auction is expected to move forward by the BOCC’s request. Omega wants 
to build switch components for turnouts and BNSF wants them to repair broken cars, which 
they cannot do at their current facility. This is why they have an interest for added property 
and possibly the 78th Street if the bid minimum is within their price range. 

• Business & Legislative Outreach – See Legislative & Econ Dev section under 
subcommittee reports. 

• POV/BOCC Joint Meeting – There was good communication between the Port and the 
BOCC. There was good dialogue on issues between all of them. The Port gave them an 



update on the condition of the Port and the outlook in the next 5-10 years. It sounds like 
there will be follow up meetings, at least a couple times per year. The port inquired about 
the condition and availability of property along the rail line. The focus was fairly positive. A 
talk about setting a high rail tour for all of the commissioners was discussed. 

• Bridges 6, 12, and 23 – Bridge 6 is complete. Bridge 12 will be done next week. Bridge 23 
is waiting for timbers, which are due in next week. As soon as the DNR crews are available, 
they will be up at bridge 23 to work on the bridge. Fred asked Doug Auburg to convey that to 
the BYCX. 

• Historical Museum – Bill Barron has asked Fred to work with the Historical Museum as well 
as the Port of Vancouver. Clark County is going to be donating staff time as in-kind to the 
project. The museum is developing a plan to re-establish the SPNS displays in a more 
interactive way. Part of it will be at the museum and the other part will be in the depot, when 
they do the refurbishment of the depot. It is an exciting project. Fred advised the museum to 
contact BYCX to engage them as well. 

Subcommittee Reports  
• Community Outreach – Dan Weaver has volunteered to back up Dick Clairmont on going 

to the NACCC meetings. It is good to maintain contact with the NACCC. Dick Clairmont and 
Dan Weaver will be going to the NACCC meeting tonight. 

• Web Page – Nothing  
• Legislative & Econ Dev – The legislators have given him and Fred Abraham some very 

good ideas. John feels that the local legislators are on board. We have Senator Pridemore 
to thank for getting the extra $1 million. The federal legislators what to know who is on our 
team. They were told about the relationships with the Port of Vancouver, BNSF, and 
CREDC. We should have good contingency this year in Olympia. The federal legislators like 
seeing the good relationships with other jurisdictions and the private sector. 

• Rails with Trails – No Subcommittee Report 
Unfinished Business Lloyd Lycan 
• Rails with Trails – (Read by Florence) Last month an independent review was done on the 

Hansen appraisal. That review was completed. The results differed so an additional review 
was required of the appraisal methods. An outcome was reached and an offer made to the 
property owner. I understand that, at the time of this writing, an agreement has been 
reached, and they still need the necessary approvals and to complete the paperwork to 
finalize the transaction. The environmental permit applications with the longest approval 
times were submitted in May. One additional county wetland permit application remains to 
be submitted. The variance process is pending a determination of the scope. This project 
has faced funding challenges from the beginning, and an application was made for 
additional grant funding. In addition, as the design process advances, cost estimates 
become more complete and itemized. We will be looking closely this week at how much of 
the proposed project length, from Battle Ground to Battle Ground Lake State Park, can be 
completed with this project, and how much would have to wait for additional funding. The 
design memo still needs to be completed. We have not moved forward much pending the 
final scope, but anticipate picking that work up again shortly. Last month we discussed the 
use of the rail during construction. It was clear that substantial issues (such as liability and 
track inspection) existed, and that additional coordination with PVJR would be necessary. 
As we explored constructability issues for the design process, we received feedback that the 
rail would not likely be used much by contractors for the construction of a trail. There would 
not be a good way to get materials from the rail to the trail. Materials such as rock and 
asphalt would likely be moved along the trail. It was mentioned that the rail might be useful 
for the delivery of larger items such as culverts or bridges, but that it wouldn’t be a necessity. 
Given this information, it is uncertain that using the rails during construction will prove fruitful 
enough to potential contractors to be worth providing it as an option. 

• City of Vancouver position – Fred met with Commissioner Stuart. He brought up the 
subject of bringing in a representative from the City of Vancouver to fill John Allen’s vacancy 
on the RRAB. A letter to request Brian Carlson or another designee will be drafted asking 
Pat McDonnell, City Manager to have representation on the RRAB.  



• Letters – A letter was drafted to the BOCC to officially request appointing a representative 
from the City of Vancouver to the RRAB. A letter was drafted to Tim McVicker thanking him 
for all his work on the On Track Safety program. Both letters were read by Lloyd Lycan. 

• Business Cards – Doug Auburg from BYCX will be getting a high resolution image of the 
Chelatchie Prairie logo to Rodger Lance for the business cards. 

New Business Lloyd Lycan 
• Nomination for Vice-Chair – A nomination is needed to fill the vice-chair position vacated 

by John Allen. Dick Clairmont was nominated for vice-chair. No other nominations were 
received.  Dick Clairmont was elected as vice-chair. 

• Suspend August Meeting – It was suggested by Bill Ganley to suspend the RRAB meeting 
for August. It will be decided next month if there will be an August meeting. 

Good of the Order ALL 
• Nothing 
Round Table ALL 
•  Nothing 
ADJOURNMENT @ 5:06 pm 
 


