Council Members

David Benedicktus

360-695-2499
dlbened62@gmail.com

Barbara Cabe

360-695-7430
bjcabe@comcast.net

Jim & Marelyn Curtis

360-695-5535
marelyn@comcast.net

Margaret Snitzler
360-695-0456

Candy Plaster
360-695-0676
cplaster4g@comcast.net

Ken Rose

360-695-3701
kennethrose@comcast.net

Mark & Lori Erickson

360-524-5353
m.erickson@comcast.net

Mike Thompson

360-949-9449
miketh23@hotmail.com

Cheryl Burkey
360-696-8562
dvraider@hotmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Jennifer Kerr
360-606-7719
waspud@aol.com

Truman Neighborhood Association
trumanneighborhood@gmail.com

Truman Crime Watch
trumancrimewatch@gmail.com

We welcome new people to our
council. These are volunteer posi-
tions. Feel free to contact any of
the above members for details.

Truman Neighborhood News

"Let's keep this neighborhood together"

August 2014

UPCOMING EVENTS

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Sunday, September 14th

3rd Annual Truman Neighborhood BBQ at

Bosco Farm Neighborhood Park. A fun day for the entire
family! Details on page 2.

Saturday, September 20th

Public Safety Complex Open House at the
Clark County Sheriff's Office West Precinct at the Fair-
grounds. There will be demonstrations by Kg units, auto
extractions, a visit by Life Flight, SWAT, SAR and emer-
gency vehicles on display. This is a free family event with
a bounce house, free hot dogs, child ID and fingerprint-
ing, plus much more. See flyer on page 6.

Saturday, September 27th

Annual Kings Pond Clean Up Day

Additional information can be found on page 3.

Thursday, October 30, 2014

Truman Neighborhood Association Meeting

Legion Hall Smith Reynolds Post 14 located at 4607 NE St.

James Road. Clark County Sheriff’'s Deputy Kevin
Schmidt will speak. We will also be voting on changes to
the association bylaws as described on page 3.

3:00-5:00 PM

12:00-4:00 PM

9:00-12:00 PM

6:30-8:00 PM

Neighborhood associations are volunteer groups and not agents of Clark County government. Newsletter infor-
mation and views are solely those of the neighborhood association and not of Clark County. Clark County Public
Information and Outreach Office supports these volunteers by printing and distributing their newsletters.




TRUMAN NEIGHBORHOOD BBQ

BarBQ & Potluck!

Third Annual Barbecue/Potluck

Sunday, September 14th from 3 to 5 p.m.
Food will be served at 3 p.m. It would also be nice to have all of the side dishes there for all to enjoy by that time.
At Bosco Farm Neighborhood Park
Located on NE 39th Street between St. Johns Blvd. and NE 42nd Avenue
Bring
You and your family
Your own beverage (non-alcoholic)
A side dish to share (salad, dessert, etc.)
Lawn chairs or blankets to sit on
We Provide
Hamburgers & hotdogs

Condiments, chips, plates & flatware

No pets at this event except service animals please.

Email trumancrimewatch@gmail.com for further info or to be added to our Notification of Crime or Suspicious Activities

email list and receive notice of future neighborhood activities.

EVENT SPONSORED BY THE TRUMAN NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION



NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

KINGS POND CLEAN UP

Last year's clean up was
rained out so we hope this
year the weather will coop-
erate. We hope to receive
donations to mow the grass
there. Mowing definitely
reduces the amount of
criminal activity that has
previously been such a
problem there. That improves safety for the public as well
as law enforcement when they respond to the area. The
county mows in the spring but by late September the grass is
very high. If you would like to contribute to this cause by
donating your time or money we would welcome your help.

We need to have an idea how many neighbors will be availa-
ble to help that morning so we can plan accordingly for re-
freshments. Please email trumanneighbor-
hood@gmail.com or call 360-695-7430 if you can join us.
Doing so will enable us to let you know if the event date has
to be changed. Please wear long pants, closed toe shoes and
bring work gloves, tools and wheelbarrows if you have them.
If you have a weed whacker that would be helpful.

A CHANGE IN THE WORDING OF
OUR TRUMAN BYLAWS

In Attachment #1 to Truman Neighbor-
hood Association Bylaws the following has
been added:

¢ make decisions for the good of the Truman
Neighborhood Association regarding community
issues and/or events when it is impractical to
present to the membership in advance, all such
actions shall be reported at the next regular
meeting

¢ appoint committee members to perform neces-
sary functions and represent the Truman Neigh-
borhood Association on specified topics

¢ make reasonable attempts to contact council
members to obtain their input prior to decisions
being made

We will be voting on these changes at our October 30th
general membership meeting.

Neighborhood Guide

Working together for community livability

Download a complete copy of the Neighborhood Guide at
www.clark.wa.gov/development/enforcement/

documents/ce-neighborhood-guide.pdf

Our philosophy is that compliance is our primary goal and
education is the key to reaching that goal. Many citizens do
not realize that they are violating local ordinances. However,
most people are willing to play by the rules if they know
them.

Reporting a violation

When reporting a violation to Code Enforcement, be pre-
pared to provide us with detailed information, like:

e adetailed property address of the violation

e adescription of the violation

e your name and phone number

Code enforcement prefers to receive complaints online at
www.clark.wa.gov/development. You may also call us at
(360) 397-2408 or visit us at our office located at 1300 Frank-
lin Street, Vancouver. Once a complaint is received, we
open a case file and begin our investigation.

Commonly reported items

Abandoned buildings - Buildings that are open and acces-
sible may attract malicious mischief activity or trespassing.
Contact Code Enforcement at (360) 397-2408.

Animals - Farm animals are allowed in the urban areas of
Clark County. Livestock owners are required to manage
their livestock so that their odor and noise does not unrea-
sonably disturb others. If you have a problem with your
neighbor’s livestock, contact Community Mediation Services
at (360) 334-5862. If mediation fails, contact Code Enforce-
ment at (360) 397-2408. For domestic animal problems like
barking noise, loose dogs, or animal cruelty issues, contact
Animal Protection & Control at (360) 397-2488.
Automobile repair - It is a violation to repair automobiles
in residential areas unless the repairs are done solely on the
owner’s personal vehicles. For complaints, contact Code En-
forcement at (360) 397-2408.

Continued on page 7
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BIKE SAFETY EVENT

BIKE SAFETY & REGISTRATION EVENT

As you read in our May 2014 newsletter our Truman Neighborhood sponsored a free Community Bike Safety & Registra-
tion Event on Saturday, May 31st at the American Legion Hall. We set up a Bike Rodeo with the help of Bike Clark Coun-
ty. It was a huge success with those neighbors who took part. Bike Clark County also donated helmets for children who
came without helmets or those whose helmets did not fit properly. Bad Monkey Bike Shop registered bicycles for young
and old so if your bike is lost or stolen you have a better chance of recovering it. We thank both Bike Clark County and

Bad Monkey Bike Shop for helping us make this a very fun day for all.

We held a drawing and a young boy was the winner of a brand new Tony Hawk bicycle. The young boy who won the bike
was so excited to ride it home! He stayed around the entire event until the very end because he was hoping he would win
it.

It's the time of year when we are all riding bikes more often and need to remember the safety tips on the following page

from Safe Kids Clark County.
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Truman Neighborhood News Page 5

BIKE SAFETY TIPS FROM SAFE KIDS CLARK COUNTY

Bike Safety Tips

There are many great reasons to ride your bike. It offers fun, freedom, exercise, and it’s good for the
environment. Here are some tips so that you will be as safe as possible while you are riding your bike.

e \Wear a Helmet, Every Ride.

o Use appropriate helmets for different activities. A bicycle helmet is okay for all wheeled
activities but skateboarding and long boarding. When skateboarding or long boarding
wear a skateboarding helmet.

e Helmet Fit Matters: Use this simple fit test:

o Eyes: Position the helmet on your head. Look up and you should see the bottom rim of
the helmet. The rim should be one to two finger-widths above the eyebrows.

o Ears: Make sure the straps form a ‘V’ under your ears when buckled. The straps should
be snug but comfortable.

o Mouth: Open your mouth as wide as you can. Do you feel the helmet hug your head?
If not, tighten those straps and make sure the buckle is flat against your skin.

e Proper Equipment and Maintenance Are Important

o Ensure proper bike fit for the person riding.

o Before the ride, make sure the reflectors are secure, the brakes work, gears shift
smoothly, and tires are tightly secured and properly inflated.

o Dress appropriately. Long or loose clothing can get caught in bike chains or wheel
spokes.

e Keep an Eye Out: Actively supervise children until you’re comfortable that they are responsible
to ride on their own.
e Model and Teach Good Behavior
o Always follow the safety rules and traffic laws.
o Ride right. Bikes travel with traffic not against it.
o Children under 10 should stay on sidewalks and paths until age 10 and able to make safe
decisions.
o Use hand signals when turning.
o Before you cross the street stop and look LEFT, RIGHT, and LEFT AGAIN. Use a crosswalk
if possible. Make eye contact with drivers before crossing.
e Be Bright, Use Lights
o When riding at dusk, dawn, or in the evening, be bright and use lights — make sure your
bike has reflectors as well. It’s also smart to wear clothes and accessories that have
retro-reflective materials to make sure bikers can be seen by motorists.
o Ride with a front light so that you can be seen.
e Enjoy the Ride!!!



Come join us as we celebrate the culminating event of local law enforcement's participation in the
Chief for a Day (CFAD) program featuring Chief Chase, Battle Ground Police Department; Shenff
Cole, Clark County Sheriff's Office; and Chief Brooklyn, La Center Police Department

2014
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at the Clark County Fairgrounds
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Neighborhood Guide

Working together for community livability

Continued from page 3

Fences - Fences six feet in height or less do not require a
building permit and may be placed on the property line.

Garden sheds, gazebos and play structures - Generally,
you may construct a shed, gazebo, or play structure with-
out a building permit if the structure is no more than 200
square feet in size and has no utilities. One structure can
be setback a minimum of two (2) feet from the property
line and can not be taller than 12 feet. Additional structures
must be set back at least five feet. If your property is locat-
ed within a wetland, shoreline, or other critical area, you
may have additional requirements. Contact Permit Services
for more information at (360) 397-2375 ext. 4078.

Grading and filling - Moving or disturbing dirt on your
property in excess of 50 cubic yards may require a grading
permit. Moving dirt means hauling material in, hauling it
out, or just moving it around. Contact Environmental Ser-
vices at (360) 397-2121.

Home business - Most home businesses are allowed but
require permit approval from the county. Parking business-
related vehicles is not allowed on county streets, storing
materials or equipment in view of your neighbor, and retail
sales are prohibited. If your neighbor is running a home
business contact Code Enforcement to see if they need or
have the proper permits at (360) 397-2408.

Illegal dumping - Dumping trash and debris lowers the
standards of our neighborhoods. Please keep your eye open
for this activity. If possible, get a description of the person
doing the dumping and their vehicle information, then call
the Sheriff's Office by dialing 9-1-1 and state that it is a non-
emergency.

Noise - Excessive noise can detract from the quality of life
in a neighborhood. For amplified music or public disturb-
ance noises, contact the Clark County Sheriff’s office by
dialing 9-1-1 and state that it is a non-emergency. If the
noise is associated with industrial or commercial activities,
contact Code Enforcement at (360) 397-2408.

Public nuisance - Some common code violations related
to property maintenance are a failure to remove junk, de-
bris, and other discarded items. Inoperable vehicles and
tall grass are also a public nuisance. Contact Code Enforce-
ment at (360) 397-2408.

Signs - Signs play a vital role in identifying businesses.
However, the county has sign rules which regulate their
size, location, and number. Some types of signs which are

not allowed include temporary banners, A-frames, flags,
and signs with flashing lights. See page nine for more de-
tails. Contact Code Enforcement at (360) 397-2408.

Recreational vehicles - RVs, motor homes, and travel
trailers are NOT allowed for long-term occupancy in Clark
County outside of an approved RV park. However, you can
occupy them for 30 consecutive days but no more than 6o
days in a calendar year. They can not be parked on a coun-
ty road. For complaints, contact Code Enforcement at (360)
397-2408.

Retaining walls - A permit is required for retaining walls
over four feet in height, when measured from the bottom
of the footing to the top of the wall, and/or for walls that
support a load (such as, slope, driveway, footings). Engi-
neering by a Washington State registered engineer is re-
quired for all retaining walls requiring a permit. Contact
Permit Services for more information at (360) 397-2375 ext.
4078.

Roofing - Re-roofing permits are required for all buildings
in Clark County. A separate permit may be required if
structural work such as replacing roof sheathing is neces-
sary. Generally, a maximum of two layers of roofing may be
applied to a residential structure. Contact Permit Services
for more information at (360) 397-2375 ext. 4078.

Storage of household items - outside storage of items,
such as appliances and furniture, is not allowed. Store the-
se items in your garage. Temporary PODS or shipping con-
tainers may be used for only two weeks and only when
placed on your property and not on the street.

Tall grass/weeds — In the urban areas, it is a violation to
have tall grass or weeds over 12 inches high in the front or
side yards. For complaints, contact Code Enforcement at
(360) 397-2408. If you have a problem with noxious weeds,
contact Vegetation Management at (360) 397-6140.

Vacant lots - If you own a vacant lot, make sure it is kept
free of weeds, tall grass, trash and debris all year long.

Vehicles/Boats, inoperable or abandoned - If a junk or
abandoned vehicle or boat has been left on a county road,
contact the Sheriff’s Office to report it. If junk vehicles are
on private property, contact Code Enforcement at (360) 397
-2408.

Yard sales/garage sales - You can have two garage

sales per year and they can last no longer than three days.
Sale signs can not be any larger than 2’x 3’ and must be re-
moved within 24 hours of the end of the sale.
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