


































Regional T ra~ and f>ik.ewa~ S~stems Flan 

This Plan is designed to facilitate the eventual incorporation of 
Trail and Bikeway Systems plans for each of the cities within 
Clark County. Working together with the Cities ofWashougaL 
Camas, Battle Ground, LaCenter, Ridgefield and Vancouver, 
the separate but coordinated plans can establish transportation 
linkages in a mosaic . . .. with natural areas, parks and green 
spaces. Clark County' s trail system is also intended to 
integrate with Portland's greenways, trails, bikeway and open 
space systems. 

D) PLANGOALS 

An updated, int·egrated Clark County Trail and Bikeway 
Systems Plan 2006 will ensure that we continue to have ~ 
document that wiU encourage and promote the growth of a tnul 
system serving the needs of children, community pedestrians, 
bicyclists, equestrians and paddlers for generations to come. It 
will be a reference guide to ensure that regional trails are 
appropriately incorporated into the actively develop~~ ~an 
area, and that new development aa:om:modates that Vlston m a 
logical and inclusive manner. The process of updating is a 
necessary function to keep pace with the many changes that 
have occurred in our community including preserving desirable 
trail opportunities through and within the rapid development. 
The plan will focus on existing trails, planned new trail issues, 
opportunities and constraints, funding sources, priorities and 

"This is the vision-Lo 
create a d~anged 

trmzsponalion system dun 
offers nor on(l' choices 

among travel modes for 
specific m"ps. buJ more 

importamly prese111S these 
options so rlzey are real 

choices that meet the 
lleeds of individuals and 

society as a whole. 
Maf..:i11g tire vision a 

reality must begin now. ·· 

USDOT FEDERAL 
ffiGHWAY 
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goals and standards. The Plan 
will also. be useful and in some 

cases required, for the County 
when applying for funding 
through local, regional, state, 
federal and private sources. 

While updating a plan is always 
necessary, similar goals and 
values stay consistent with time, 
such as maintaining a strong 
transportation system, a vibrant 
health and recreation network, a 
thriving economy, and 
environmental sustainability. 
Goals and values are the 
framework, the backbone, and 
engine for a solid, sturdy and 
working trails plan. For this 
reason, the goals and values 

within this document are similar to a combination of many 
different plans stated within the appendix. Goals are different 
from specific implementation strategies. Within this 
document, specific recommendations and implementation and 
funding strategies will be provided for individual trat1s system 
improvements. The goals of the Trail and Bikeway Systems 
Plan are categorized under each valued element below. 
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Alternative Transportation~ Accessibility and Mobility 
E lement 

A. Provide a comprehensive tra:i] s:ystern that will 
interconnect the regional trail systems and 
transportation systems of sidewalks and bike lanes. 

B. Provide a system that wiD support the development of 
shared-use paths within one mile of every home within 
the urban area. 

C. Provide a balanced, multi-modal transportation system 
for Clark County that supports the safe, efficient 
movement of people and goods. 

D. Facilitate the increased use of pedestrian transportation 
in C1arlc County by ensuring that convenient, accessible 
and safe pedestrian facilities are provided. 

E. Facilitate the increased use of bicycle transportation in 
Clark County by ensuring that convenient accessible 
and safe bicycling facilities are provided 

F. Coordinate with all transportation providing agencies to 
ensure trails are included within their plans. 

G. Coordinate with surrounding counties and cities to 
create a connecting system. 

Environment and Natural Resources Element 

A. Acquire open green space and natural corridors for trail 
development. 

B.. Promote appropriate planning and design solutions to 
avoid adverse environmental impacts on sensitive areas. 

C. Coordinate the development of trail and bikeway links 
within Clark County and surrounding jurisdictions 
{Metro, Columbia River Gorge Commission, US Forest 
Service, Washington State Dept of Natural Resources, 
adjoining counties, etc.) and become a faciJitator for 
other provider and volunteer efforts. 

D. It is the intent for these to be in compliance with the 
TIP Comprehensive Plan and the Arterial Atlas. 

E. Develop an interpretive, educational program for the 
historic and environmentally significant sites along the 
traiJ and bikeway system. 

F. Celebrate history by recognizing accomplishments 
made by Lewis and Clark. 

G. Discover and appreciate the area's rich beauty. 
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Economic Element 

A Increase economic vitality of Clark County by building 
trails that interconnect homes and businesses. 

B. Develop and maintain a comprehensive trail and bikeway 
system to link with other providers. 

C. Work closely \vith corporate business, private developers 
and public agencies to incorporate trails and bikeways 
where feasible. 

D. Promote sensitive planning solutions and develop support 
services to diminish land ov.rner concerns. 

He-altb and Education Element 

A Promole sensitive planning solutions and design. 
develop support services such as education, 
enforcement and maintenance to reduce safety hazards 

B. Provide opportunities to encourage good health through 
physical activity on trails. 

C. Provide a system of shared-use paths within one mile of 
every school. 

Recreation Element 

A Provide opportunities for walking, biking. horseback 
riding and running. 

B. Utilize and leverage the recreational opportunities 
within Clark County's open spaces and parks by 
connecting citizens to their homes, parks, schools, 
businesses and work. 

C. Provide youth with ample opportunities to recreate 
outside. 
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Type 4: Grade-separated Crossings 
Grade-separated crossings are needed where ADT's exceed 
25,000 vehicles, and 85111 percentile speeds exceed 45 mph. 
Safety is a major concern with both over crossings and under 
cmssings: .. In both cases, trail users may be temporarily out of 
sight from public view and may have poor visibility 
themselves. Under 
crossings, Like parking 
garages, have the 
reputation of being places 
where crimes occur. Most 
crime on trails, however, 
appears to have more in 
common with the general 
crime rate of the 
community and the overall usage of the trail than any specific 
design feature. 

Design and operation measures are avrulable wl:tich can address 
trail user concerns. For, example, an under crossing can be 
designed to be spacious. well-lit. equipped with emergency cell 
phones at each end, and completely visible for its entire length 
prior to entering. 

Other potential problems with under crossings include conflicts 
with utilities, drainage, flood control, and maintenance 
requirements. Over crossings pose potential concerns abollt 
visual impact and functional appeal. 

Signing and Striping 
Crossing features for all roadways 
including warning signs for both vehicles 
for all roadways include warning signs 
both for vehicles and trail users. The type. 
location, and other criteria are identified in 
the ManDal for Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices (MUTCD). 

Considernt:ion must be given for 
adequate warning distance based on 
vehicle speeds and line of sight. with 
visibility of any signing absolutely 
critical. Catching the attention of 
motorists jaded to roadway signs may 
require additional alerting devices such as a flashing light, 
roadway striping, or changes in pavement texture. Signing for 
trail users must include a standard "STOP" sign and pavement 
marking, sometimes combined with other features such as 
bollards or a kink in the trail to slow bicyclists. Care must be 
taken not to place lOO many signs at crossings Jest they begin to 
lose their impact. 

Directional signing may be useful for trail users and motorists 
alike. For motorists, a sign reading "Trail Xing" along with a 
Clark County trail emblem or logo helps both warn and 
promote use of the trail itself. For trail users, directional signs 
and street names at crossings help direct people to their 
destinations. For equestrians, striping may not be useful bul 
signing v.rill provide sufficient direction. 
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