
Clark County

Solid Waste Advisory Commission

Regular Meeting

Thursday, August 6th, 2015
Clark County Auto License Office

1408 Franklin Street

Vancouver, WA

SWAC Members Present: Allan Jeska, Rem Wilson, Don Ebbeson, Stephen Schrag, Bill Turlay, Richard Baker, Simone Auger, Brandon Vick, and Steven Willis
Staff Present: Pete Dubois, Mike Davis, and Kim Harless
Others Present: Scott Campbell, Waste Connections; Rich McConaghy, City of Vancouver; Chuck Harman, County Public Health; Chris Ripley, CertaSeal
I. Roll Call, Approval of Minutes
Meeting was called to order by Don Ebbeson. Richard Baker made a motion to approve the June 4th, 2015 minutes as written. Bill Turlay seconded the motion. Motion passed.

II. Updates

County Public Health – Chuck Harman
Chuck reported that despite CPG grant cuts, there will only be about a 10% cut for their budget on enforcement, and they should be able to function at the same level.
“Circle C” landfill on post closure permit for nearly two decades, and are requesting to terminate. No clear process for closing a landfill from Ecology, so there will be a meeting on August 31st. Mike Davis reported that similarly, Leichner Landfill is facing the same criteria issues. More definite criteria are needed so that landfills can move on to a ‘No Further Action’ status.

Chuck handed out a quarterly report of solid waste inspections and complaint response.
Chuck reported the City of Vancouver and the County has been asked to say that the consent decree for Rufner Landfill has been satisfied.
City of Vancouver – Rich McConaghy
No update
Department of Ecology 

Not present
Waste Connections – Scott Campbell
No update
County Environmental Services – Pete Dubois
Pete reported that the Natural Garden Tour was successful, with over 500 visitors.
August 18th there will be a hearing with councilors to adopt six solid waste interlocal agreements. Public Works directors to convene a Regional Solid Waste Steering Committee to update Vancouver’s interlocal agreement, and an invitation to a seat was extended to SWAC from Pete. All cities and towns have adopted the plan, and Ecology will ask for the Vancouver update by Dec. 31st, 2016.
Pete reported that the reorganization of Solid Waste & Environmental Outreach has been finalized. There were eight specialists, now they are split into Operations or Outreach, and technicians. Three positions will be posted on Saturday. Don requested a flow chart of the reorganization.
Pete reported that on Monday of last week a new marketing person was hired, Andrew Loescher.

Pete reported that we are looking for sponsorships for events, like Recycled Art Festival, and that Clark County has the most Green Schools and the most recertifications.
September events include the HHW collection events (Recycling Day Events) at Clark College (9/12) and Fishers Landing Transit Center (9/19), and a medication take-back event (9/26).
III. Organics Study: Local Processing Options – Steve Willis/Mike Davis
Mike and Steven Willis discussed Leichner Landfill option in the study. With update, it was determined to not be a feasible option for a composting facility. Mike discussed development potential of Leichner Landfill on map and this development would help fund the landfill. Discussion also on the Lagler Dairy property option in the study, the 117th transfer site facility, and barging organics to Boardman, OR.
Steven Willis commented that one of the themes of the organics study was that there isn’t much for processing capacity in the county, both present and future, so that capacity is either created or organics is shipped out of the area. Mike commented that there is little area in the County where residential isn’t surrounding it.
Don requested that there be more active participation in the feasibility of an organics facility, and develop a scope of work for long-range planning.

IV. Allocation Study Results – Rich McConaghy
Rich presented the results of the commodity allocations study, managed by the Columbia Resource Company. Performed annually for revenue sharing, a sample is taken and the percent results are used to estimate the total amount of commodities that came in for each category. The results showed a contamination rate of 19%, which is an increase from previous years.
Rich discussed the changes in the commodity value of recyclables, and relation to port issues and China. Rich reported that the multifamily sort reflected positively on the multifamily outreach project.
V. Curbside Recycling Education Project 2015 recap – Kim Harless
Kim presented the results of the Recycling Done Right project that involved inspecting and tagging carts, sending out postcards, social marketing, and recycling truck wraps.
Over 14,000 carts were tagged, and over 113k postcards were sent out. There was a decrease in the amount of contamination overall (22%) and from plastic bags (40%) for the routes that were tagged. Percent engagement was higher with the tags, but the postcards reached more citizens. The tagging project plans to continue and reach to all citizens over the next four years.
VI. Latex Paint Pilot Project (LP3) – Discussion All
Pete discussed CPG grant award was 1.2 million, and this year instead was awarded 614k. There were five tasks of CPG, and one was Sustainable Materials Management for block foam, paint, and e-waste. The grant officer asked that those be removed, but keep the four other original tasks.
These grant dollars were going to be used for startup costs of a paint program. Chris Ripley of CertaSeal proposed getting funds for a start-up cost to market the paint. Chris Ripley reported that 35 million pounds of paint is processed in WA, and that when PaintCare comes to this area, if we have a processor already running, that it will be the facility chosen (similar to what happened with Metro in Portland). Simone made a motion requesting a business plan from CertaSeal, for Paint Care to present at the next meeting, and have the RFP draft process. Don Ebbeson seconded. The motion passed.
VII. Comments from the Public on Non-Agenda items
None

The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 PM.
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