
CenturyLink Proposed Cable Franchise 
 

October 21, 2015 
Board of County Councilors 

Work Session 



 
• Overview of current franchise with Comcast 
• Summary of Negotiations with CenturyLink 
• CenturyLink Presentation 
• Highlights of Proposed CenturyLink Cable Franchise & 

Comparison to Comcast Franchise 
• Commission Discussion/Feedback 
• Proposed Franchise Hearing Schedule 

Work Session Overview 
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• 10-year cable franchise with the City and County - expires July 2, 2023 
• As of January 1, 2015, Comcast had 68,067 cable subscribers 
• 2014 total franchise fees collected - $3,695,179; City ($1,892,520) and 

County ($1,802,659) 
• 2014 total PEG fees collected – $738,793; City ($390,086) and County 

($348,707) 

Comcast Cable Franchise Statistics 

CenturyLink Proposed Cable Franchise - 3 



 
• Non-exclusive cable franchise with Comcast 
• Competitive Equity Section 2.6 in Comcast Cable Franchise 
• “Materially equivalent franchises” 

Competitive Cable Franchises 
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• FCC 621 Order 
• Prohibits unreasonably refusing competitive cable franchises 
• Prohibits “unreasonable build-out” requirements 

Competitive Cable Franchises 
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• Informal negotiation sessions began on December 19, 2014 

• Subsequent sessions held this year: January 8, January 27, 
February 26, March 13, April 23 and September 23 

• Franchise application submitted on March 10, 2015 
• Comcast franchise was starting point 
 

CenturyLink Negotiation Sessions 
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CenturyLink:  Bringing Facilities Based 
Competition to Vancouver 
 
 
 
 
 



CenturyLink 



1 Gig – available in Vancouver and Clark County 



Current Prism Markets 
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• Pass over 2.6 million homes 
 

• Approximately 258,000 customers 
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What is Prism™ TV? 
CenturyLink® Prism™ TV runs off an Internet Protocol (IP) network that 
serves as a video backbone for higher-quality picture, interactive 
features and other IP-based applications.  
So how does it work? Video content travels CenturyLink’s managed 2-
way IP network and arrives at the customer’s home usually via a 
fiber/copper network or, in some cases, fiber-to-the-home technology. 
Providing a more interactive TV experience. Prism™ TV always has  
the newest technology and features because the system updates 
automatically. 

Experience Prism through the Prism Test Drive: 
 

http://www.centurylink.com/prismtv/#prism-tv-virtual-test-drive.html 
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This is Prism™ TV. There is no comparison. 
Wireless Set-Top Box  
+ Put your TV virtually anywhere  
+ No longer tied to a cable outlet  
+ Cable can’t give you this 

Whole Home DVR 
+ Watch and record multiple shows at once with a single DVR 
+ Start a show in one room – pause it – pick it up in another 
+ Pause live TV from any room 

Prism on the Go 
+ Watch TV anywhere and on any device 
+ Set the DVR remotely 
+ Access Video On Demand and To-Go Channels 

HD Leader 
+ Leader in HD channels 
+ More HD channels than cable or satellite  
+ Over 210 and growing 

App Center 
+ Access apps from your TV  
+ Check local weather, gas prices and more  
+ Play games, read horoscope, get recipes 

Find-It-Fast Navigation® 
+ Find exactly what you want  
+ Find shows by actor, title and director 
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This is Prism™ TV. There is no comparison. 

Warp-Speed Channel Change 
+ Fly through channels with virtually no 
lag time 

Last 5 
+ Flip to the last 5 channels in one click 

Multi-View 
+ Watch four different shows at the 
same time 

Advanced Parental Controls 
+ Control what the kids watch by locking 
programs by ratings 

Sports Channels 
+ More sports channels in the basic package 
without having to upgrade 

Hispanic Channels 
+ Hispanic channels are included with every package 

Satisfaction Guarantee 
+ 30 days to try Prism™ TV risk 
free 

Professional Installation 
+ To ensure Prism™ TV is installed correctly, we 
set it up 
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Multi-view 

Prism offers Multi-view for Sports, News, Kids and PEG   





Consumers and Cities Benefit from Facilities Based Competition 
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Benefits to Consumers:  
• Competition among cable, satellite and other TV providers in Central 

Florida has become so intense that consumers are being offered more 
options — and often at lower prices. (Orlando Sentinel, 10/9/14) 

• Per the FCC, cable prices decrease substantially – by 10% in 2008 – 
when a second wireline cable operator enters a market  

• All consumers benefit from this competitive pricing, even if the product has 
not yet been deployed to their neighborhood  

• Prism deployment will drive higher broadband speed availability  
 



Consumers and Cities Benefit from Facilities Based Competition 
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Benefits to Cities:  
• Increased investment and broader deployment of high speed Internet 

services all of which contribute to economic development  

• Increased revenues from franchise fees:   

• For every 1,000 satellite subscribers or “cord cutters” CenturyLink 
wins, the municipalities annual franchise fee revenues will increase by 
$45,000*  

*Assumes an average monthly digital cable bill of $75.00 based on a 2009 study by Centris 

 



Summary 
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• CenturyLink is willing and able to bring facilities based 
video competition to Vancouver 
 

• CenturyLink has the technical, financial and managerial 
capability to deploy competitive facilities based video 
competition  

 
• All consumers will benefit from facilities based competition 
  
 
 



CenturyLink/Comcast Franchise Comparison 
Franchise Point Comcast CenturyLink 
Franchise Term 10-year term (July 2, 

2023) 
 

• Initial 5-year term (December 31,2020) 
• 3-year extension for reaching 20% of 

living units in franchise area 
• Additional 2 years for 30% of living units 

(December 21, 2025) 

Network Hybrid fiber coax; fiber 
to nodes; coaxial cable 
to homes 

Fiber to home in some areas; fiber to 
nodes with copper to home in some areas 

Franchise Fees 5% on cable TV 
services; no franchise 
fee on Internet services 

Comparable 



CenturyLink/Comcast Franchise Comparison 
Franchise Point Comcast CenturyLink 

Financial Support 
for I-NET & PEG 

Maximum $1/month/residential cable 
subscriber for PEG capital specifically 
for PEG Access facilities and equipment 
and repair of such equipment 

Matching per subscriber PEG 
support. Increased flexibility for 
capital and operational support of 
PEG Access facilities 

Availability of 
PEG Access 
Channels 

• 6 channels, 1 closed discrete channel 
• Use of discrete channel terminated upon 

activation of 2 additional PEG access 
channels 

• Carriage of 3 existing channels in HD 
w/triggers to add additional 3 

• Inclusion of channels and programming 
info on Electronic Program Guide; 
Comcast pays to include 2 channels on 
guide 

• 6 channels 
• Carriage of up to 6 channels in 

HD with no triggers 
• Allow channels to make 

arrangements with channel guide 
vendor to include channels and 
programming info on guide; ability 
to use PEG support fees to cover 
costs 



CenturyLink/Comcast Franchise Comparison 
Franchise Point Comcast CenturyLink 

PEG Access 
Channel Video on 
Demand Content 

• Maximum of 24 hours of 
programming; initial capacity up 
to a total of 6 hours of 
programming at any time 

• Triggers to add additional hours 

Up to 24 hours at any given time 
of HD format programming 

I-NET Physical I-NET infrastructure paid 
from PEG/I-NET fee and owned by 
Comcast; public users pay transport 
fee to Comcast 

PEG/I-NET fee can be used to 
support physical infrastructure 
and   I-NET users needs; 
interconnect with I-NET as 
requested 

Customer Service 
Standards 

Adhere to federal, state and local 
laws 

Comparable 



 

This is the time for the Councilors to ask questions of staff and 
CenturyLink representatives. 

Councilor Questions/Discussion 
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Work Sessions – Highlights of Negotiated Franchise 
• Monday, October 19, 2015 

• Vancouver City Council – 4:30 p.m., Vancouver City Hall 
• Wednesday, October 21, 2015 

• Board of County Councilors – 11 a.m., County Public Service 
Center 

Proposed Process Timeline 
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Hearings 
• Wednesday, November 4, 2015 

• Telecommunications Commission Meeting to Consider 
Recommendation on Franchise Approval – 3:30 p.m., Vancouver 
City Hall 

• Monday, November 16, 2015 
• Vancouver City Council First Reading on Cable Franchise – 7 p.m., 

Vancouver City Hall 

Proposed Process Timeline 
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Hearings (cont.) 
• Tuesday, December 8, 2015 

• Board of County Councilors – 10 a.m., County Public Service 
Center 

• Monday, December 21, 2015 
• Vancouver City Council Hearing on Cable Franchise – 7 p.m., 

Vancouver City Hall 

Proposed Process Timeline 
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Questions 

• Jim Demmon, Cable Television Manager, City/County Cable TV 
Office 

• (360) 487-8702 
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