HISTORY OF CLARKE/CLARK COUNTY TREASURERS

We welcome you to this living history of Clarke/Clark County Treasurers. If you have any information,
background, or pictures of these treasurers that we could add to this document, | would appreciate it. Please
send the information to doug.lasher@clark.wa.gov or mail to: Clark County Treasurer, PO Box 5000, Vancouver,
Washington 98666-5000.

Clark County Treasurer’s Official Seal Original safe no longer in use
The seal was used from 1926 — 2011 after the “e” since the mid 1990’s

was dropped in Clark

Year Name

1850-1852 Silas D. Maxon

Silas D. Maxon was born November 23, 1814, in Davies County, Kentucky. After the death of his mother, the
family moved first to West Virginia, then to Ohio, and finally to Missouri. He was married to Mary Harlow.
They came west in a wagon train commanded by Captain Patterson and arrived at The Dalles, Oregon in
October of 1847. 'A/though the journey was made safely, it was not without its excitement. The Pawnees were
on the warpath and kept emigrants on the alert. At the Boise River, the Snakes assumed a threatening
attitude, but our subject and his party made barricades with their wagons and prepared to fight should need
be. They stayed for a time at the claim of his brother, Hamilton, in Waldo Hills and continued to prove it up
while he was away with the military. After the war, he went to the California Gold fields, returning in the fall
of 1849. The brothers decided to seek a Donation Land Claim near Washougal, and they both moved their
families there and engaged in the sawmill business.

They built their mill at the mouth of the Washougal Creek where it joins with the La Camas River. In 1852,
they suffered a disastrous fire and the mill burned to the ground along with their stock pile of 100,000 feet of
cut lumber that was ready for sale. They rebuilt the mill, taking in Dan Stewart and John Morley as partners.
A few years later, Silas sold out his interest in the mill and moved down the Columbia River to a place seven
miles east of Vancouver where he farmed and raised cattle for the next 16 years. He was one of the
organizers of the Clark County Agricultural and Mechanical Society on July 11, 1868. Mary died on December
17, 1852, soon after the birth of her son Joseph, leaving Silas with five young children to raise. She was
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Silas Maxon - 1850 Land Claim Survey Silas Maxon and other property owners petition to the county for a road
Document copies are provided by Kathy Marshack from Columbia City (name changed to City of Vancouver) to Cascade City
descendent of Silas Maxon who (Bridge of the Gods area in Skamania County) - the road is the old Evergreen
lives on part of the property. Highway to the City of Camas.

buried in the Old City Cemetery at Vancouver. On the 4t of July, 1854, Silas married a widow, Mary Jane John
Martin. She was born January 3, 1825 in Ohio, the daughter of Jacob John and Rachel Whitaker.

Silas was a member of the Odd Fellows Lodge and was the first Clark County Treasurer serving from
1850 until 1853. He served in the Lower House of the Territorial Legislature and was also a Justice of the
Peace in Vancouver for many years. In June of 1857, he contracted the building of a jail for the amount of
$1,155. It was completed in September of that year and was used by the County in that capacity for nearly 30
years. The first statement of the financial condition of Clarke County is dated December 2, 1850 and is chiefly
remarkable for its simplicity. Treasurer S. D. Maxon was evidently keenly alive to the advantage of terseness

and perspicuity. The report stands:

1850
Sept. 20 — The amount put in the hands of the Collector..... 51,728.28.4
Oct. 2 — Upon which has been paid by said Collector ........... 1,219.54
Out of which there has been paid .............ooeevevecveveeeeeaene, 550.00
Balance remaining in the treasury ............ccooeeceeeevecvevvsvveininnns S 664.54
Balance remaining in hands of Collector .............cccuvvevenvnnnen. S 508.74.4
Ten years later, we have
1860
JUIY 18 = RECEIPLS .ot eveeses e s e essae e 57,067.66%
DiSDUISEMENLES .....oeveeveeeeeeee ettt ses st svs s s 6,250.71
Balance ....................... S 816.95%

And since that time its prosperity has been on the increase. True, there have been some heavy
expenditures incurred during the County’s existence, but none that have not added materially to her progress
and which bear the impress of a proper anxiety on the part of her citizens to keep pace with the growth of the
Territory and the development of Clarke County.”



In the 1880s, he moved to Vancouver where he opened a General Merchandise and Seed Store and
was also a harness maker. On December 22, 1881, his store was robbed of $450.

In 1856, Silas joined his brother, then “Captain” Hamilton Mason, in the Second Regiment of
“Washington Mounted Rifles.” He was described in the military records as: 39 years old, 5" 9” tall, blue eyes,
black hair, and with a dark complexion. He suffered from neuralgic pain in one of his eyes affecting his sight.
In May of 1880, his condition worsened and he was diagnosed as having glaucoma. On the advice of his
physician, Dr. John Randolph Smith, he sought the help of a specialist in Portland, but on June 10, the eye had
to be removed. His wife, Mary, died on September 25, 1881, and Silas passed away on December 27, 1888, of
dropsy and heart failure in Portland, Oregon. They are buried with other family members in the Old City
Cemetery at Vancouver."

1853-1854 Henry Silas Burlingame

Henry Silas Burlingame was born on May 13, 1820, at Moriah, Essex County, New York, the son of
James R. Burlingame (b. 1784, d. 1852) and Martha Hawks (b. 1785, d. after 1860). His first marriage was to
Harriet Beebe, who was born in 1843 and died in 1852. He arrived in Clarke County on September 12, 1853,
and served as County Treasurer for the 1853/54 term. In Vancouver, on March 16, 1854, Henry married
Drusilla Short, the daughter of Amos A. Short and Esther Clark. Drusilla was born on January 15, 1834, in
Washtenaw County, Michigan; her parents were one of the earliest to settle in Vancouver.

On June 20, 1855, the Burlingames settled on a Donation Land Claim of 320.25 acres next to the
McCallisters on Fourth Plain. During the Indian hostilities of 1855/56, Henry served under Captain William
Kelly in company “A” of the Washington Mounted Scouts and later in the Clark County Rangers, Second
Regiment of the Washington Volunteers. He is described in the military records as: 5’8" tall, age 31, born in
New York, dark complexion, black hair, with hazel eyes.

Henry died on May 7, 1890 and Drusilla passed away on October 8, 1896, both at Colfax, Washington. "
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4 Cashier coin tray and coin dispenser includes slots for gold coins

In 1854, the Washington Territorial Legislature adopted an Act to provide for the Assessing and Collecting
County and Territorial Revenue. This is the Territory’s first major property tax legislation which authorizes the
County Treasurer’s role in property tax collection. See the following six pages.



_LAWR OF THE TERRITORY OF WASHINGTON.
' PUBLISHED BY AUTHOIUTY.

AN ACT to provide for the Assessing and
collecting Cto'um'_y and Territorial Rrr-'
cnue.
Nec. 1. Be it enacted by the Iegislative

Assembly of the Territory of Washingten,

That all taxes for the support of the gov-!

ernment of this Territory on polls of white |

male inhabitants between twenty-one and |
fifty years of age, and on property valned in|
equal and rateable rtion, to be fixed
from time to time by law, and for county
expenditures to be determined by the coun-
ty commissioners, and the amount of poll
tax by this act, shall be one dollar upon
every white male inhabitant ovef twenty-
one years of age in this Territory, which
shall go to the codnty. There shall also
be levied a tax of one wmill upon every dol-
lars worth of real and personal property in
this Territory for territorial purposes and
two mills for school purposes and not to ex-

ceed four mills for county pu A
Sec. 3. All real and personal property ™

belonging to any religious society or to avy |
benevolent, ebaritable, literary or scientific
institution, or invested for the use of the
same or held by trustees, all reed and per-
sonal property belongi:r to this Territory,
or any county thereof, all school houses and
school lands, public Libraries and all pla-
ces of barial, the property of all Indians,
shall be exempt from taxation,

Bec. 8. All lands liable to taxation|
shall be assessed in the county in which the/
same may be in the name of the owner or
occapant thereof aud all unoccupied lands,
where the name of the owner is unknown
shull be assessed as lands of persons un-
known. ,

Sec. 4. All persons shall be taxed for|
their own personal property, and for all
personal property under their control liable
o be taxed in the county where they uuy]
reside, and for all moneys loaned at inter-
est, and the term “personal erty,” |
shall inclode all household farniture, goods, |
chattels, moueys and gold dust on huod ors
deposit within this Territory, all boats!
and vessels whether at home or abroml and |

| capital invested therein, all debts due
xceeding indebteduess or to become due
solvent debtors, whether on account,
tract, note, mortgage or otherwise ; all
ablic stocks or shares in all i rated
ies and such portion of the capital
{ incorporated companies liable to taxa-
ion on their capital as shall not be invest-
in real estate.
Bec. 5. Personal property belonging to
y foreigner or foreign incorporated com-
ny not imbowds or transitu shall be
ed in the county in which it is situated
the baving coutrol of the same|
be liable for the tax. |
Sec, 6. The assessor of cach county be-|
ween the first Monday of March and the
Nond.hv of May, shall ascertain the
of all persoos in such county liable
taxation and also all the taxable prop-|
y therein, and shall prepare an assess-
ent roll in which shall be set down in sep-
rate colums,
1. The names of taxable persons in such |
unty. .
2. A concise description of ail real es-
ate taxable to cach.
3. The full cash value thereof, }
4. The value of the personal property
le to each. !
5. The description of a city or town
ts taxable to each, and their value,
6. The total value. . i
And when any person is assessed as lnu.-l
ee, guardian, excentor or administrator, a
ignation of bis representative character
all be added to his name, and such as-
ssment shall be entered in a separte col-
p from his individual assessment.
See. 7. When any person shall be oc- i
nT.nd claiming any lands by virtuo!
[ the lawof the United States, granting
actual settlers thereon the improvements
all be valued as part of the personal’
tty of such person,




| Ree. B Any assessor mey require uh.\"s
person linble to taxation in his county tu,
farnisi: » list of Lis real cstate, city and|l
|lown lots, liable to tuxation in the county,!s
{and a list of perscnal property liable to tax- | ¢
inlinn and may require such pérson to make ¢
oath that such list *contaius a foll and true ¢
pccouut of all his property liable to be'.
taxed in the county ; and «if any®per-
‘son refuse to furnish such list or to)y
sweur to the same, when required o to do ¢
Ly the assesseor, the assessor shull uscer-!
"tain the taxable property of eny such per-l,
 son, frow the best infurmation 1o Le derived |l
from other sources, sned shall enter such re- '
'fusal to furnish a list or to swear or aflirm
"upon his roll.
I Ree. 9. Every assessor after the corree-
tion of ail errors in the assessment rell ac-
cording to the provisions of the act relat-
ling to county asscssors, shall deliver the
tcorrected assessment ypoll to the hoard of
' county commissioners on or before their an-
‘nual session in June.
. Sec. 10. The county cowmissioners of |’
such county shall ut their session in June, |
examine the assessment roll of their county |
and shall have power to make all altera-
'tions and correciious in such roll as they
i shall deem necessary to make the same con-
form to the requircments of this act, and
"'shall also determine the amount of money |
to be raised in their county for county pur-
poses and apportion such amount together
with the territorial tux and the school tax
required by law to be apportioned on the
valuation of taxable property in their conn-
ty for the year, and levy a tax therefor and
Jeause such orders to be entered at large
upon their records,

See. 11, Within thirty days after the
jasscssment roll of eny county has been ex-
Jamined, corrected aud approved by the
' beard of county ®ommissioners, the county
-'auditor shall transmit to the territorial au-
- ditor a certified copy thereof, under the
-| seal of the board. .

Sec. 12. It shall be the duty of the
territorial auditor, on receiving such copies
flof the assessment rolls, to estimate the
amount of tax to Le collected in cach coun-
ty for territorial purposcs, and make a
statement thercof, and carefully preserve
the same in his office, and he shall also de-
liver a certified copy of such sthtement to

liver a certified copy of such sthtement toI
the territorial treasurer who shall record
the same in & book kept for that purpou.!
Innd the territorial treasurer shall also
charge the respective countics, with the
amount of fax so ascertained to be raised
ineach.

: Sec. 18. The county auditor shall with-
/in fifteen days after the adjournment of the
‘June scssion of the board of county com-
'missioners, estimate the amount of taxes
‘due on the valution of property in his coun-
ty, and shall make out a duplicate assess-
‘medt roll, which shall contain in addition
thereto colomps showing the amount of the
territorial, school and county tax, and total
amount of each column of valuation and
shall deliver a copy of such roll to the coun-
ty treasurer with the amount of such taxes;
‘rovided, that when any person shall be
returned on the assessmeut roll as havi
refused to furnish a list or to swear to such
list when required by the assessor, the coun-
oty auditor shall add fifty per cent to the
‘valuation of the property of such person
and estimate the amount of his tax thereon.,

See. 14, All persons liable to taxation
may before the Ist day of September in
each year pay their taxes to the county
Treasurer. County orders shall be received
in payment of county laxes L0 an amount
not exceeding such tax, such county treas-
urer shall give a receipt for the payment of
taxes il required, therein describing the
|lands or town lots, or specifying the amount
of personul property on which the same is
paid and shall vote on his roll the payment
tlgreof, and shall be entitled to retain three
per cent upon all taxes, so paid as his fees.

Sce. 15, The county treasurer shall
within ten days after the expiration of the
time allowed for the paywent of taxes,
make out a schedule of unpaid taxes in
form of duplicate asscssment roll verified
'by affidavit and deliver the same to the
lconnty auditor who shull add ten per cent
'to the amount of such unpuid taxes, and

orthwith issue a transeript of such sched-
ule with the ten per cent added to such
taxes, with a warrant attached thereto in
the name of the United States under his
hand and the scal of the board of coununty
commissioners to the sheriff of the county




'commanding him to collect the taxes
charged in such transcript by demauding
payment of the persons chguble therein
‘and making sale of the goods and chattels
of such persons if necessary, and to return
the same to such auditor on or before the
first Monday in Jauuary next ensuing there-
after ; and such auditor shall charge such
sheriflf with the amount of money to be col-
lected in such transcript,

Sec. 16. The sheriff shall proceed to
call once on each person named in the
transcript ahd collect the taxes charged as
provided in this act, and if not then paid
shall I“ef. the same on the goods and chat-
tels of such person and give six day’s notice
of the time and place of sale and the proper-
ty to be sold by posting up advertisements in
four public places in the county, and sell
the same at public auction, and if such pro-
perty shall sell for more than the taxes,
cost and damages, the surplus shall be paid
to the owner thereof, and such sheriff shall
receive the ten per cent added to the tax
by the county auditor for fees of collection,
and in casec of sale his usual fees for sales
of property on executions ; Frovided, that
any person before sale of his property may
pay all taxes, per ceutage and costs, and
stop such sale. .

Sec. 15, The sheriff shall pay to the
county treasurer the amount of money col-
lected by him from time to time, as often
as once iv three wonths and before the re-
tarn day of such transcript, and shall take
bis receipt therefor, and shall return to the
auditor with his transcript and warrant, on
or before the first Monday in January next
ensuing, & delinquent list of wll taxes re-
maining nopaid, sctting down sach as are
due and vupaid on lands or city or town
lots with a proper description_thercof and

'ench as are dde and vnpaid Ly any person
‘on personal property or us poll tax verified
by aflidavit, and shall on scttlement with
such anditor be allowed the amount of re-
ceipts given to Lim by the county treasurer,
‘nml the amount of taxes returned by him
delinquent to sugh anditor and ten per cent
!_ullm\ed him by law for collection,

| See. 1%, Frow the date of the sherifTs
Creturns, sll taxes unpaid are delinguent aud
draw interest st the rate of twenty-five per
leent per annum ; and taxes on lands, cit_\'!
Land town lotg are hereby made a perpetual
|Iim thercopan agninst all persons except
the United States and this territory,

See. 19, The county auditor shall with-
in twenty days, wake out two lists of such
lands, city and town lots returned as delin-
quent with the swount of taxes due there-
on, and deliver one list to the county sher-
iff, who shall advertisc such list in some
newspaper in the couunty, or if there be no
such newspaper in the county, then in some
newspaper of general circulation in the
Territory for six wecks successively before
the 1st Mouday in may, and shall also post
such list in six public places in bis county,
for six weeks before such first Monday in
May ; and shall proceed to scll at public
auction to the highest bidder on the fifst
Monday of May, between the hours of ten
o'oclock A. M:, aud five o'clock I’. M.,
at the county seat, all delinquent lands
and city and town lots, the unpaid tax
on which and accruing interest and costs
shall not have beem paid before such
time, and shall coutinuc such sale from
day to day, uutil all such lands and town
lots shall be sold, or shall have Leen twice
offered for sale, and the sheriff shall receive
five per ccnt on oll such sales, us his fees
thevefor, |

Sec. 20 When any lands or town lots
cannot be sold for the amouut of tuxes, in-|
terest and charges thercon, such luuds and |
town lots shall be passed over aund re-of-
fered for sule, before the close of such sale,
and if the same cannot be then sold for the
amount, such lands and town lots shall be
purchased by the county treasurer for the
amount due thereon, as county property. |

Sec. 21. The county treasurer shall on the
payment to him within forty-eight hours, of
the amount bid on any land, city or town
lot, make out a certificate of purchuse of
such land or lot, in the name of the Terri-
tory of Washington, signed by such treas-
urer in his official vame to such pur-
chaser, which shall be held tojconvey all
right, title and interest of the person in
whose name such land or town lot shall




have been taxed, except as hercinafter pro-
vided ; and where such payment shall vot
be made within forty-cight bours, such
lands and town lots shall be considered ns
sold to the county. The county treasurer
shall be entitled to a fee of one dollar for
ever{ such certificate of purchase, and any
number of tracts of land or lots may be in-
cluded in such certificate if required by the
purchaser, and a fee of ten cents for cach
additional tract or lot so included shall be
allowed such treasurer.

See. 22. The county treasurer shall
within ten day’s after such first Monday in
May make out a [ist of all lands and town
lots sold to the county verified by affidavit,
and the coanty auditor shall enter the same
as county lands, city und town lols, ina
book to be kept for that purpose, and tnx-|
es shall be regularly assessed thercon, aml!

|

such lands, and city and town lots shall be
included in the delinquent list furnished ev-
ery year, and with the amount of such year's
tax added tothe delinquent tax and intt-r-l
est and charges thereon be offered for sale
as other delinquent lands until sold for the l
amount of such delinquent tax, interest, all|
charges and accrued taxes, |

Sec. 28, All luuds, city and town lots,
sold to actual porchasers shall be subject
to redemption by the former owner thereof,
within two yecars thercafier, on the pay-
ment of the delinquent taxes with ffty per
ceut interest, cost, charges and the acceru-
ing tax to the purchaser who shall recei |
therefor, or to the couuty treasurer for the |
use of such purchaser, and if no receipt of |
such purchaser shall be filed with such
treasurer, or no such payment be made to!
him the holder of the certificate of purchuse
shall be entitled to receive a deed from the |
county treasurcr of the land, city or lonui
lots described in such certificate of pur-
chase, which deed sball run in the name of
the Territory of Washington and be signed
by such treasurer in his offictal capacity
aud shall be presumptive evidence of the
regularity of all former proceedings, and
the treasurer shall be entitled to receive a
fee of two dollars for every such deed.

| sor a certified statement of the amount of |

| amount thereof, and if such taxes, interest
| and costs shall not be paid before the time
| of making out the duplicate assessinent roll,
| the county auditonshall add to the tax as- |
| sessed and charged against such person on |
| such roll, the amount of such delinquent

Sec. 24. Lands and city and town lots
sold to the county may be redeemed by the
former owner thercof, by such owner ob-
taining from the county auditor a certified
statement of the amount of ail taxes in-
terest and costs accrued, charged to :m:h|
lands or lots and paying such amount to the
county treasury who shall give him a receipt
therefor, and the count} suditor on filing
sach receipt shall give to such owner a cer-
tificate of redemption of such land, city or
town lots signed by him in his official ca-
pacity and sealed with the seal of the board |
of county commissions, and shall charge
such trensurer with the amount of such re-
'ceipt and shall omit such land, city or town
lots so redecmed from his list of coaunty
lands.

. Sec. 25. Any person whose poll tax or
tax on personal property shall have heen re-
turned delinguent, may pay the same at|
auy time by taking from the county audi-

such taxes, interest and costs and paying
sach amount to the county treasarer, who
shall give him two receipts therefor, one of
which he shall file with the county suditor,
who shall charge such treasurer with the!

tax, interest and costs to be collected as
other taxes, . l

See. 26. Ifon the assessment rolls or
tax lists, schedule or transcripts, there

| shall be any error in the name of a person’
| taxed, the name may be changed und the

tax collected from the person intended, if
he be taxable and can be identified by the
agsessor, treasurer or sheriff, und whenev-
er the treasurer after the duplicate certifi-
cate is delivered to him shall azcertain that
any land or other property is omitted he

Cshall asses and estimate the tax thercon,

and enter the same upon his duplicate as-
- " al .ae i 17.




sesstient roll wnd ifor the county anditor |
thercof, who shall charge him with the!
'amonnt of such tax.  If the sheriff ulter hoi
has reecived theNranseript of the schodule
of unpaid taxes siyll ascertain such omis-
wion, he shall assess \nd estimate soch tax
and enter the same upon his transeript, and
proceed to collect it, and inforia the coun-
ty auditor thereof who shall charge him
with the amonnt of such tax.

Sce. 27, The treasurer shall hold all
the moneys collected as territorial tax on
the first day of September, Jannary and
June, subject to the orders of the territorial
treasurer who on receiving snch moneys,
shall file a receipt therefor with the terri-
torial aaditor, and transmit a receipt to the
county tressurer, and soch county treasur-
er on his settlement with the territorial au-
ditor, sball be allowed thé amount shown
by such receipts to have been paid by him,
to the territorial treasurer and the amount
of territorial tax shown to be unpaid by
the certified statement of the county audi-
tor, signed by him aud sealed with the seal
of the board of county commissioners, All
taxes asscssedand now due or delinquent
shall be collected under the laws now in
force, and the boards of county commission-
ers shall hold their first session under the

rovisions of this act on the first Monday
in July 1854, instead of the first Monday

of June in such year, as herein provided.
Aud the county assessor shall for the
year 1804, prepare his assessment roll
without receiving a blank therefor, before
the first Monday in July, and deliver the
same to the board of county commissioners
at their July session which July session of
such board shall be for the purposes of this
act, the Jone term thereof,
Sec. 28. The cquuty treasurer at the
(June term of the board of county commis-
siouers, shall attend with his books and
|vouchers, and settle his accounts before
such board, and shall be allowed in such
settlement the amount of the orders of the
| territorial treasurer, all connty orders and
interest paid thercon, receipts of county

aunditor, nnd amount of the delinguent tax
returned by the sheriff on polls and person-
al property, and the amount of taxes due|
on lands and city and towu lots returned |
by such treasurer to the county auditor as|
lands, city and town lots sold to the coun-’
ty at ‘the annual sale thereof, with the per|
fﬂlllgl allowed to be returned by bim by
aw

See. 20, If any county treasurer orl
sheriff shall neglect to pay over any money
at the time required by law, the amount of
money then due and unpmd shall draw
l.went‘{oﬁn per cent interest per annum,
therefrom, and it shall be the duty of the
officer to whom such payment should have
been made, to canse tm bond of such coun-
ty treasurer or sherifl to be put in suit, and
to inform the prosecuting attorney of the |
district in which such defaulting treasurer
or sheriff may reside, of his failure to pay|
over such money. ‘

See. 30, When by the mistake or
'wrongful act of wny officer, lands, city or,
.town lots have been sold for taxes on which
no tax was due, sach sale sball be illegal,
'llld all deeds and certificates of “purchuse
shall be invalid ; and the purchaser of such |
lands or town lots shall be entitled to re-|
cover twice the amount of delinquent taxes, |
interest, costs and charges, and accroed |
|taxes pnid by him, from such officer, either
by suit on his bond or by action sgainst |
'such officer himself, before any tnlmnnlr
 baving jurisdiction of the amount.

Sce. 31, Inaddition to the fees allowed
|y this act, the board of county commis-
|sioners shall allow & reasonable sum for |
the preparing of rolls, schedules and IM:-
(10 officers required by law to prepare the|
sam, and shall also allow the cost of pub-,
lication of lunds eity and town lots sold to
,the couuty

. 32. The entries made in the coun-
,ly trensurer s book, the asscsement rolls, the
(duplicate assessmeut rolls, schedules, tran-
unpt or warrants attached thereto, delin-
quent lists, books and records of the coun-|
ty auditor required to be kept by him by |
‘this act, shall priwa facie evidence in all|
jadicial pmccetlmgs ’




Sec, 33, The county shall in all cases|
‘he responsible to the several school districts
in the county, for all delinguent mnm{
school tax, and it shall be the duty of th
county treasurer to pay on the order of the
superintendent of common schools of his
county to the several school districts, the,
eutire amount of the county school tax lev-
Hed in the county for that year, out of any
‘money in the county treasury, whether said
school tax or any part thereof, be collected
or not,

Passed April 29th, 1854.

1 certify the foregoing is a true copy of

the original act,
C. TI. MASON,
Secretary of the Territory of Washington,

I'HD\‘l,Iull AND DEMOCR \'l‘.

VoL 1L OLTNPIA, WASHINGTON I'Fll[hik'l ~1,1Il.ll.'| ]I‘GL IlI 151
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Published in the Pioneer and Democrat Newspaper June 10, 1854




1855-1860 William Kelly

A Major in the 8" u.s. Calvary, William Kelly was born on June 23, 1818, at Hillsey, England. He was
married to Mary Ann Louisa Wright at Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada, on May 15, 1837. Mary Ann was born at
Gibraltar on December 13, 1821. Her brother, Joseph Wright, was a military Band Master stationed at Fort
Vancouver.

The couple remained in Canada for several years after their marriage and migrated to New York about
1844. By 1850, they were living in Michigan and in 1852 in California. They arrived in Clark County in the fall
of 1852, and on December 6, 1853, they settled on a Donation Land Claim of 318.79 acres in Twp. 2N. R. 1E.
Sec. 2 and 3 at Salmon Creek. Their claim bordered that of Charles and Margaret Irby.

William stated in his claim application that he became a naturalized citizen of the United States in
Chippewa County, Michigan. He was an early candidate for Clark County Treasurer and was also a merchant.
He is frequently mentioned in Donation Land Claim papers as an administrator of estates. During the Indian
Wars of 1855/56, William was Captain in Company “A” of the Washington Volunteer Mounted Scouts and
later served in the Second Regiment of the Clark County Rangers. The military records of 1856 describe him
as: age 38, born England, 5’6 %" tall, fair complexion, fair hair, blue eyes, and a resident of Vancouver. Their
son James followed his father’s choice of a career, became a non-commissioned officer in the military, and
was stationed at Fort Vancouver. He received the rank of Sergeant-Major in the fourteenth Regiment of the
United States Army. James was sent to Dyea, Alaska, where he contracted spinal meningitis and died three
days later on March 19, 1898. His body was shipped back to Vancouver Barracks and he was buried in the
Post Military Cemetery with military honors and there was also a solemn requiem mass at St. James Catholic
Church.

William passed away in Denver, Colorado, on December 28, 1871, and was returned to Vancouver for
burial in the Post Military Cemetery. Mary Ann died in Portland, Oregon, on Christmas Day the following year
and was buried beside her husband. "

|| In 1860, Clark County’s population was 2,384 ||

1861-1862 Louis Sohns

Perhaps no man is better known throughout the length and breadth of Clarke County
or more highly respected than is the subject of this brief sketch whose portrait forms the
4 ; frontispiece to this work. Born at Beerfelt, Germany, April 29, 1827, he there received his

, education and resided until the year 1850 when he emigrated to the United States and

remained in the Eastern States until 1852. In that year he came to the Pacific Coast by way of

Courtesy of Clark Co.
Historical Museum



the Isthmus of Panama and here has he earned fame and fortune. His first business enterprise was in a
painting establishment which he conducted until 1866 when he embarked in a general mercantile trade in
partnership with D. F. Schuele, the present popular County Treasurer, with whom he has been associated ever
since. The schemes having for their object the development of the county with which Mr. Sohns’ name have
been, and are, associated are legion. To him Vancouver owes the possession of the First National Bank (a
history of which is given elsewhere) an institution of which he is the President. To him is due the
establishment of the Puget Sound Manufacturing Company of Puyallup, there being associated in the
enterprise Messrs. Frink & Co. of San Francisco, with Mr. Sohns, president, and A. S. Farquharson, manager;
while, to him more than to any other official is the honor of bringing to a proper understanding the difference
between the St. James Catholic Mission and the site of the city of Vancouver, an act he performed while he
occupied the Civic Chair. These are but a very few of the deeds done by Mr. Sohns during the years of his
residence in Vancouver. True it is said that he has prospered, but he has not selfishly hoarded his gains but
has with an unstinting hand promoted the interests of the community, striven to anticipate their wants and
labored hard to add beauty to their surroundings. The noble building on Main Street, Vancouver, is a witness
to his public spirit, the new Masonic Hall is evidence of his fraternal feeling, and general rumor is the only
indicator of his unassuming generosity. Mr. Sohns has served Clarke County in the Legislature and in the more
humble walks of a public office. In these, as private, his chief aim has been to act honestly, according to his
best conviction, and in acting up to the letter of which no man has yet failed to earn, not only the respect, but
the regard of his fellow citizens."

1863-1864 Joseph Petrain

The son of Jacques Pertain and Marie Anne Placie of St. David’s Parish, Montreal, Canada, Joseph
Petrain was born at St. Francis, Canada in 1820. On April 19, 1843, at Tualatin Plains, he was married by
Father Modeste Demers to Mary Anne Wagner. She was born in 1825, the daughter of Peter Wagner and
Marie Stomis, who was a Chinook Indian. They were the parents of three children before Mary Anne passed
away at the age of twenty-two on December 20, 1847, at Vancouver, Washington.

Joseph Petrain was one of the earliest settlers in Clark County, coming to the area with the Hudson’s
Bay Company in November of 1836 and remaining in their employ for many years. He worked as a baker with
his shop located in the northeast corner of the fort. On August 14, 1848, he married Catherine Dolan in a
ceremony conducted at the Old Catholic Chapel built in the military reservation by priests sent out in 1838 by
the Bishop of Quebec. Born in Ireland in 1832, Catherine was the daughter of William Dolan and Eliza Riley.
Joseph went to the California mines in 1849 but soon returned to Vancouver where he took out a Donation
Land Claim of 525.67 acres in November of that year, located in Twp. 2N., R. 1E., Sec. 8, 9, 16, 17, and 21 near
Fruit Valley.

In 1857, he was awarded the contract to secure carpenters, buy materials, and build a room at the
courthouse for use by the County Auditor. He was one of the chief witnesses in the dispute between the
Hudson’s Bay Company and the Army over the Fort and buildings at Vancouver. Later, Joseph became a
probate judge in Clarke County, a position that he held for several years. At the time of his death from
pneumonia on March 9, 1876, he had been a resident of Clark County for forty years. Catherine died of

vii

consumption on February 10, 1893. They are both interred in the Old City Cemetery.



1865-1866 Louis Sohns

LSS sohns Building

Photo Courtesy of the Clark County Historical Museum

See 1861-1862 above
NOTICE TO THE TAX-PAYERS OF CLARK COUNTY, W.T.

UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE LAWS NOW is in force relating to the collection of taxes, all taxes are
required to be paid on or before the 1* day of March, of each year. If not paid by that time, all personal
property will be immediately advertised and sold for said taxes at the expense of the owner thereof, after the
expiration of thirty days from the time of my visit to the precincts for the purpose of collecting taxes.

| will, therefore, in provisions of law, meet the taxpayers of Clarke County, W.T., at their respective
places of voting in each precinct on the following days, to wit:

Vancouver Precinct, at the Sheriff’s office, on or before the 24th day of February,
Patterson Precinct, on the 1* day of March,

Lancaster Precinct, on the 2" day of March,

Pollock Precinct, on the 3™ day of March,

Clackamas Precinct, on the 4t day of March,

Paradise Precinct, on the 5th day of March,

Washougal Precinct, on the gt day of March,

Cascade Precinct, on the 13t day of March,

| will be there promptly from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. on the days named.

H. C. MORSE, Sheriff of Clarke County, W.T.  January 10, 1866

Vancouver Register Jan.. 27, 1866

To the Tax-Payers of Clarke County.

Vancouver, January 23, 1866



Editors Register:

As everything relating to the paying of money for county purposes must be of interest to your readers,
and any information to those who pay the taxes as to what purpose they are applied, and why they pay them,
may be of general interest, permit me to propound the following interrogatories to be answered, by those
who are most interested:

Why does the County Supervisor collect taxes in money, when under the law he is not authorized to
collect a dollar?

What does he do with the money that he collects?

What authority has he to put the county of Clarke to two hundred dollars costs to attempt to collect
taxes which he is not authorized by law to collect?

When prominent men in both political parties have not paid their taxes, why does he sue but one, and
that one a Democrat?

A history of the case next week.

Gay Hayden Vancouver Register January 27, 1866

1866-1868 C.H. Hunder

C.H. Hunder was born in 1827 in Germany and died February 12, 1908 of “senile cardiac insufficiency”. He was
a rancher in Butte County California and is buried in the Chico Cemetery, Chico, California.

The Election. — The following gentlemen were elected at the late election in this county:
For Representatives, John Pollock, J. W.
Brazee, H. M. Knapp; County Commissioner,
G. W. Hart; County Treasurer, C. H. Hunder;
Sheriff, H. C. Morse; Auditor, P. A’Hern;
Probate Judge, Jos. Petrain; County Assessor,
Alex. Coffee; Prosecuting Attorney, H. L. Caples.
Vancouver Register, June 16, 1866

COUNTY TREASURERS NOTICE.

Pay Your Taxes!
Notice 1s hereby given to the tax-payers of Clark
County, that the undersigned, according to law will
turn over to the Sheriff on the last day of
November, 1866, the tax roll of Clark County for
1866. Persons delinquent will save ten per cent,
on the amount their taxes by settling the same at
the Treasurer’s office before the first day of
November.

C. H. HUNDER
County Treasurer of Clark County W. Ty.
Vancouver, Oct. 6, 1866 3-td.




Vancouver Register, October 6, 1866

Settlement.-The County Commissioners have appointed C. H. Hunder, Esquire, our County Treasurer, to make
a settlement of the financial difficulties existing between this and Skamania County.- He is to actin
conjunction with J. W. Brazee, Esq., the County Treasurer of Skamania County. Mr. Brazee is also a
representative in the Legislature from Clark county, and Superintendent of the O.S.N. Co’s. railroad from the
Dalles to Celilo, having his office in Dalles City, Wasco County, Oregon. Vancouver Register December 1, 1866.

Treasurer Report.
Report of the Treasurer of Clarke County,
W. T. for moneys received and disbursed
from May17th, 1866, to Nov. 28", 1866.

IRREDUCIBLE SCHOOL FUND,

Received of P. A. ‘hern, County Auditor, for
School Land sold to Jacob Proebstel, $99.00,

Loaned to Lewis Lieser, “  “ $99.00,

On hand ¢ “ “«o o« $00.00,

SCHOOL FUND,

On hand from last settlement with County

Commissioners $ 13.53,
Received of G. T. McConnell,

Clerk of U. S. Dist. Court, as fines, $139.16,
Received of John P. Smith, ex-

officio Justice of the peace, “ $  6.00,
Received of H. C. Morse, Sheriff,

Chinese poll tax for this year 1866, § 34.20,
Received of Silas B. Curtis, In-

terest on Irreducible school fund, $  6.00,
Received of P. A’hern, County

Auditor for recording mining claims, $§ 16.00,
Received on taxes for the year 66, $1215.30,
Received of H. C. Morse, delin-

quent taxes for the year 1865 $ 67.60,
Transferred from county fund
to make up delinquencies, $ 1199.74,
$2687.33,
Disbursed 952.45,
Treasurers percentage
for receiving, 20.75,

“ “ disbursing 19.05, 1001.25,




On hand, 1680.08,
TERRITORIAL FUND,

Received of H. C. Morse, Sheriff, delin-
quent taxes for the year 1865, in County
orders, $ 47.80,
“ “ “  1n legal tenders, 67.40,
Received on taxes for the year 66 1215.30,

1330.50
Treasurers percentage for
receiving, 26.61,
Transferred to C’s fund 1330.50,
On hand 00.00,
Vancouver Register — Dec. 8, 1866
COUNTY FUND.
Received of J. W. Tate late county
Assessor, poll tax for the year 1865 in
County Orders, $ 387.50,
Received of J. W. Brazee, Treas-
urer of Skamania Co. in legal tenders 403.83,
Received of H. C. Morse, Sheriff,
poll tax for the year 1865, in County
Orders, 272.00,
“ “ delinquent taxes
for the year 1865, 172.82,
Received on taxes for the year 66,  3205.87,
Transferred from territorial fund 1303.83,
5836.01,
County Orders redeemed 4183.01,
Transferred to school fund 1403.80,
Treasurers fees for printing:
tax notices 5.00,
“ “ for making
out unpaid tax list, 25.00,
“ “ percentage for re-
celving 93.64,
Paid H. G. Struse for ad-
vertising, 6.04,
Treasurers percentage for
disbursing, 83.40,
85648.99,
On hand 187.92,
Total amount on hand 1871.00,

C. H. HUNDER,
Treas’r. Clarke Co. W.T.



Vancouver Register Dec. 8, 1866

Financial.-The Territorial Treasurer informs us, that he finds charged on his books against Clark County the
sum of $6,766.57 being due for assessments for 1865 and ’66, and that the county stands credited with
$3879.77, leaving due a balance of $2886.80 in favor of the Territory. On the other hand we learn from our
county Treasurer, that the Territory is indebted to the county in the sum of about $1300.00. These
statements don’t jingle. The discrepancy is said to arise from the fact, that our county stands charged with the
taxes due from Skamania County during these years and that the Territorial authorities have failed to receive
the proper returns from this county of the delinquent taxes. Vancouver Register, December 15, 1866

1869-1870 D.F. Schuele

This very capable public officer and highly respected merchant was born in Beaver County,
Pennsylvania, January 29, 1838, but when eight years of age he was taken by his parents to Shelby County,
Missouri, whither they had emigrated. Having remained in that state until September, 1856, our subject took
passage for San Francisco via the Isthmus of Panama and proceeding thence to Portland, Oregon, arrived
there during the month of October. He first resided in the vicinity of Aurora, Marion County, but in 1857
removed to Washington Territory, settled in Vancouver and there dwelt until 1861, when he essayed to try his
luck in the mines of Idaho Territory. Returning in 1864 to Clarke County, in 1866 he embarked in a mercantile
business, and in 1867, was elected by his fellow citizens to the responsible position of County Treasurer by the
Republican party. To this same position he was called in 1884 and is the present holder of that function. He
married Miss Josephine Eddings by which union there are three children, viz: Louis Frederick, Charles Henry
and George Edward.""

NOTICE TO TAX PAYERS.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE ANNUAL tax list of Clarke County for the year A. D. 1867, has been placed
this day in my hands for collection and that | am now ready to receive all taxes due and assessed therein. The
said tax list will remain in my hands until the first day of November next, after which all delinquent taxes
assessed therein with ten percent penalty in addition thereto will be turned over to the Sheriff for collection as
required by law. D.F. SCHUELE.,

Treasurer of Clarke County, W.T.
Vancouver, W. T., June 21%, 1867 41-tf.

Vancouver Register, July 6, 1867



|| In 1870, Clark County’s population was 3,081 ||

1871-1872 Andrew Riggs

Andrew Riggs was born on November 13, 1833 in Canada. Andrew and his family moved to North
Powder, Baker Oregon to farm. He died February 5, 1901 and is buried in Hillcrest Cemetery, Weiser, ldaho.

1873-1874 Michael Wintler

Michael Wintler was born on January 19, 1830 in Switzerland. He died in Portland, Oregon on
December 29, 1880 and is buried in the Old Vancouver Cemetery. Michael was a General Merchant.

1875-1876 Jacob Proebstel, Jr.

Jacob Proebstel, Jr., was born February 16, 1846, in Missouri, the son of Jacob Proebstel Sr., and
Margaretta Knogt. He traveled across the Oregon Trail with his parents when he was six years old. On
Christmas Day in 1869, Jacob was married to Louisa Jane Nye. She was born March 11, 1854, in Oregon, the
daughter of John Wirt Nye and Cynthia Switzler. Jacob died September 21, 1913, and is buried in the Old City
Cemetery at Vancouver. Louisa survived him by twenty-five years and died of a cerebral hemorrhage on
February 22, 1938, in Clark County.”

Articles in The Vancouver Independent newspaper related the following:

County Treasurer, Jacob Proebstel Jr., has completed the delinquent tax list of the year 1875. It has
601 names. The Vancouver Independent, January 8, 1876

Jacob Proebstel, Jr., is packing up the remainder of his goods preparatory to a removal to
eastern Oregon. He expects to start on Tuesday, the 2" day of May, of which all those persons
having business with him still unsettled will take due notice. He will have a grand sale of furniture
and store fixtures on Sat. the 29". A rare chance to purchase good second hand furniture cheap
for cash. The Vancouver Independent April 22, 1876.

COMMISSIONERS’ COURT. — The May term of the Commissioners’ Court commenced on Monday and
continued until Wednesday night. The resignation of Jacob Proebstel Jr., Treasurer, was accepted, and his
accounts settled. C. H. Whitney was chosen as Treasurer to fill the vacancy. He qualified on Wednesday and
entered upon the duties of his office. Various accounts have been allowed by the Commissioners, and other
business done which will duly appear in full in our next week’s issue. The Vancouver Independent

Jacob Proebstel Jr. and family left on Friday morning for Weston, Oregon, where they will hereafter
reside. In the departure of these people, Vancouver has met with a serious loss. They carry with them the



best wishes of all who know them. We hope to hear from you occasionally Jacob, and we shall ever rejoice to
hear of your prosperity in the new home you have selected. The Vancouver Independent, 1876

: 3 o Irreducible School Fund.
| Finaneial Exhibit of Clarke-Coun- On hand May 1st, 1876, (Notes)...... 191 25
r 1 ! : SRS
. ty, Ww. f., for the JeaL Elldlllg (No receipts nor disbursements dur-
i M ay ].St,- 1877, ing the vear.)
' On hand May 1st, 1877, (Notes)..... 101 25

L County Fund. 5
'On hand Mey 1st, 1876, Cash...... e - $1,128 54 Amount of tax levied during the year
ol Cowlitz Co. {0t 4% Jor '1]‘urrico‘rial PUIPOECR . s a s, as Q,Slig 21
Gi hantt May-h,{ - 1876 100 ameu of Collected on said assessment........ 2,
land .oonieenns e 400 00 Leaving due and delinquent. ... ..... 341 16

RECEIVED DURING TIHE YEAR.
From collection of taxes...veaviene 6841 16

Amount of fax levied during the year

Retall liguor Heenges ... ovvneriave 2,025 00 for School purposes............ 2,856 97
Wholesale liguor lLu,nac,ﬂ ........... 50 00 Colleeted on said assessment....... 2,515 8L
Beddleris I ICENEoR L fenids st et 10 00 e
Tistate of Jo8. BATKOW e tvevnvarenors 99 16 Leaving due and delinquent,....; .. a4l 16
10,653 69 Amount of tax levied during the year
DISBURSED DURING THE YEAR. for County purposes. .. ... ... 6,6'7.:3 ?4
County Orders redesmed, (interest Collected on said Gssesement. c..... 5,433 28
1 8 ST e e S e L e 3,757 18 IR T
rlc'lbLllLI‘: ]}Ju CENtRZe. - v\ e ’,;;5 73 Leaving due and delinguent........ 1240 ¥1
1 pi=s
7% Wil B Webeds el Gl o gl Tho followiay 15  stitomont of sllwesces
On hand May 1st, 1877, 100 acres of made during the year:
R o, 400 00 Highways and Bridges.iivivaaani.. 81,007 18
On hand May 1st, 1877, Cowlitz Coun- Distriet Courtibille. o s votoas soe s 1,656 94
TP ET Soe dovmni s vos sewvis vas e 104 83 Justive Coutb billg. . ovis oosreiiiin 110 85
On hand May 1st, 1877, Cash........ 241 00 Public buildings, fuel, rents and sta-
‘ e BORELY. 50 vaibl s o s S acati 901 04
10,653 69 Sularies and fees of Officers,........ 1,899 18
School Fund. Board of prisoners oo eviancivans 191 00
On hand May 1st, I876........ T 970 79 Gare of paupers, sick.and insane.... 1940 to
RECELVED DURIMG THE YEAR. Coroner's iNQUests.... ... e 41 60
; 5 Inspeclors, Judges and Clerks of
From-eollection of taxes. .. .iiawess 27075 03 L U e 440 05
Finesidn distice Conrt. ..., .aaunaay 80 00 Miqcellaneuué """" 657 99
Rents of School lands...oovveicenns 540 00 s i o e e e =
Interest on irreducible School fund. . 6 U0 940D 48
Transferred from moneys unclaimed 79 83 Y SR
e The following is g statement of the finsncial
4401 65 condition of the county:
DISEURSED DURING THE YEAR. Amount of Orders outstanding..... %‘3% iH
Paid to School districts......iv... o 386187 Interest due on 5ame .......... ceee 8,165 30
Treasurer's per centage .. v v.usin 134 16 Allowances uncalled for............ 264 40
On hand May 18t, 1877 .0 evrseesenas 96 12 5 Sty
e 5204 14
4401 65 CONTRA.
- Road Fund. Amount of fonds on hand....ooee. 345 83
On hand May 18t, 1876, ... .oatovinin 127 89 ——
HRecelved from collection of taxes... 18 70 Total indebtedness May 1st, 1877.... 7,948 31
e R Indebtedness May 1st, 1876......... 6,115 21

146 09
DISBURSED DURING THE YEAR. :
Disbursed for road pur POBES. iuvaue 11580

Inerease of indebtedness during the
Feai s iwmans N R L e gl

Treasurer’s per Cenlife «oovevees-vs 2 75 CHAS. BROWN,
On hund May 16t 1877 . coiiven e 24 T4 Connty Auditor of Clarke Co.,, W. T.
146 09 Vancouver, W. T,, May 25, 1877,

The nominee for Treasurer, F. W. Bier, unlike others upon the ticket, now bowed down with an
age of decrepitude and notwithstanding the past says, “Silvery hairs the brain doth,” the people will find that
Mr. Bier, with his golden locks, is well qualified for the position. He is a moral, temperate and steady young



man, whom the voter may honor with his confidence without fear of after regret. The Vancouver
Independent, September 23, 1876

APPORTIONMENT — The County School Superintendent has made the semi-annual apportionment of
the school funds in the hands of the Treasurer, and the clerks of the several districts can procure their orders
by calling at the Superintendent’s Office in Vancouver. The apportionment is ten cents per scholar more this
year than it was last year at this time. Any School District in Clarke County wanting the services of a first class
teacher will do well to apply immediately to W. BYRON DANIELS, Supt. Schools Clarke Co. The Vancouver
Independent, December 2, 1876

Brevities — Tax paying goes on lively at the County Treasurer’s office. Only another month in which to
pay up. The Vancouver Independent, December 2, 1876

1877-1884 Fred W. Bier

Fred Bier was born on February 1, 1852 in the Washington Territory and was 25 years old when elected
as county treasurer. He and his wife Mimie had two children. After 1884, he became a railroad agent and
moved to Whitman County. After his wife died, Fred returned to Vancouver and was a bookkeeper. Fred Bier
remarried and moved to Tacoma where he worked as a secretary. He died on April 26, 1928 in Tacoma,
Washington and is buried in the Old Vancouver City Cemetery, Vancouver, Washington.

By virtue of the little good, the new county order law was allowed to work, Treasurer Bier is ready to redeem all
orders up to number 109 of the last May issue. Read his notice in another column. The Vancouver Independent

Clarke County Statistics — August 9, 1877

CLARKE COUNTY STATISTICS. Mr. Geo. J. Tool’ey has finished taking the assessment of the county, and
the roll is now in the hands of the Commissioners. It shows as the total assessment of the county, $770,935,
being an increase over last year of $109,325. The total number of men liable to pay poll tax is COG; white
males, 1,909; white females, 1,075; colored males, (Indians) 33; colored females, (Indians) 31; males of foreign
birth, 301; females of foreign birth, 170; blind, 2; idiotic, 1; families, 731; dwelling houses, 730; total number
of inhabitants on the first day of March last, 3,708. This does not include the floating population, which,
together with tire immigration since the first of March, would make the amount something over 4,000. The
Vancouver Independent, August 9, 1877

The new Revenue law adopted at this session as before stated contains a number of important
innovations on the old law. Under its provisions the Territory is divided into two assessment districts, the first,
composed of the eastern counties, and the second composed of the western counties of the Territory. In the
former the assessment is made between the first Monday in April and the fourth Monday in June; in the latter
it is made between the first Monday in February and the fourth Monday in April. One makes the return to the
Co. Commissioners in August, the other in May of each year.



All taxes whether delinquent or otherwise, are collected by the Treasurer of the county, thus relieving
the sheriff from all responsibility in the matter. This was deemed by many to be the most objectionable
feature of the bill, but there was a deadlock between the House and the Council and it was either that or
nothing, so at the last moment the House concurred in the Council plan. The bill exempts from taxation
houses of public worship to the value of $3,000, burying grounds, all public property and $100 worth of
household furniture. The Vancouver Independent, November 15, 1877

The County Treasurer is after delinquent taxpayers, and all concerned will do well to call and pay their
taxes. The Vancouver Independent

Although the County Treasurer is not obliged to send notice to delinquent taxpayers, he has done so,
entirely for their benefit. The Vancouver Independent, February 21, 1878

Taxes — There are many persons in the county who have not yet paid taxes whose post office address
Treasurer Bier does not have. He will give to all such persons upon application a statement of their taxes due
and payable. The Independent, February 28, 1878

The Vanconver Independent,

HERE SHALL THE PRESS THE PEOPLE'S RIGHTS MAIKTAIN, UNAWED BY INFLUENCE AND UNBRIBED BY GAIN.

E7.  VANCOUVER, WASHINGTON TERRITORY, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29, 1881. NUMBER 19
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Photo Courtesy of the Clark County Historical Museum

In 1880, Clark County’s population was 5,490

D.F. Schuele

1885-1886



See above 1869-1870 for information

1887-1888 R.F. Shaw

1889-1890 Matt Brown

|| In 1890, Clark County’s population was 11,709

Courthouse Fire 1890 New Courthouse 1892

Photos Courtesy of the Clark County Historical Museum

1891-1894 A.J. Cook
1895-1896 Jas. Waggene
1897-1898 C.E. Alexander
1899-1902 A.H. Parcel

|| In 1900, Clark County’s population was 13,419

1903-1906 Arthur H. Fletcher

Washington State County Treasurers established an association in 1906 in Ellensburg.



1907-1909

1909-1910

The Evening statesman., January 13, 1906, Image 1
About The Evening statesman. (Walla Walla, Wash.) 1903-1910

Image provided by: Washington State Library;

Olympia, WA
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CUSTODIANS OF COUNTY MONEY
WILL HOLD CONVENTION
AT ELLENSBURG.

County treasurers of the state of
‘Washington are planning to form an
organization and to this end a con-
vention has been called to be held at
Ellensburg, April 20.

The purpose of the organization will
be lp discuss office methods and to
work for advancement along lines o)
accounting. In addition the members
of the proposed organization will con-
sider measures fos the revision of the
revenue laws,

A majority of the county treasurers
of the state have signified a desire tc
become members of the organization
and will attend the convention. The
movement is being actively supported
by County Treasurer Matt Gormley, E.
M. Lakin, treasurer of Pierce county,
and W. B, Price, county treasurer, of
Kittitas county.

Associations of county sheriff® and
county auditors have already been
formed in this state.

Frank Eichenlaub

G W Daniels

Photo Courtesy of the Clark County Historical Museum

the best effort
victory.

Miss Amy Klum led In the
last night, with Miss Bessie York
Miss Zona Corn within a few votes
her. The voting was apparently
the intention of showing all
leader on the homestretch today
have advantage of the effort of
many people to get in with the wi
ning side at the last, and be able
shout when victory comes. The fig
seems to be three-cornered, with od
on no one.

Tomorrow the Armory hall will
lighted up for the first time to
the illumination just installed by ¢
carnival committee. The color
will be new and novel, and the e
upon the entertainment can only
beneficlal. Hundreds of electric ligi
will be used in the illumination.
The committee is busy arranging
gowns for the queen and making pi
parations to properly stage the crow
ing on the opening night. The sps
tacle will be new in many ways,
will be unusually interesting
queen's proclamation wil] be a tim|
document carefully prepared.
The program for the opening nij
will be made up early next week,
that ne hitch will occur in carryi
out the plans of giving the people




|| In 1910, Clark County’s population was 26,115 ||

1911-1914 W.R. Fletcher

1918 Courthouse Picnic

Photo Courtesy of the Clark County Historical Museum

1915-1918 L.G. Conant

_ 'L.G. Conant

Photo Courtesy of the Clark County Historical Museum

Treasurer Conant and or his representative attended the County Treasurers Association of the Washington
State 10th Annual Conference in Clallam County

ALLAM COUNTY.COURT:HOUS
“o0 L EQUIPPED 1 BY,

PIONEEREMRENGASS TACOM Kt ! i WO, AReTees,

SEATTLE.

The New Clallam County. Court House, wheré the Convention was held.
Ml the Wood and Steel Furniture and Vaslt Fiatures ia this building farnished by the Pionerr Bindery & Printing Co.. Tacoma, Wash,)
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with which Ta

inrw'.nhmﬂ: Band for the splendid music at our secial

entertainments, and lnst, but by no means least, for the charming

mhmhwmdl::r;ﬁlplurhg;t ﬁlhE
convention. leave o feeling

dﬂhmhh;ﬁmmhummmhhﬂ

o ocar pleasares.

ResoLven, That exprems our great appreciation to the “Ladies
of the Lake" (Mrs. Al Singer, Mrs. Rose Litleon, Mn. Dave Chris-
topber, Mrs. H. L. Mitchell, Mm. Emi Ovingioa), for the dainty meal
served to us on the Clallam County ferry.

RiusoLven, That we show to the owners of the Lake
Crescent udhm?ﬁ expresing sincere thanks to

2 MINUTES OF THE TENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION

RULES

FirsT, No member shall spesk mere than once ing the cansid-
MnEmwmw_hm'[&‘a::]’m
hn[mmuwﬁwm

aof
ounT, No standing Rule of Order of this Association shall
F ,m’iﬁm.m-iw&d&mﬁnvm-

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Bppa %

SBomugwn

BY-LAWS
A The nams of this organization shall be the County
T oo of e Shae of Waskingior
ficers— The officers of this Asocintion shall be: Fresi-
Mﬂt\?jh:%mzﬂ!uﬂm.lﬂnfdmhﬂhihudllnﬁ
regular nnmual mesting and sball hold office for ona year.

THIRD, Membership—Any duly qualified and acting County Treas-
nmﬁh&hhnfwmdnﬂhwhuﬁlhm#
cation to the Secretary. *

AMENDMENT. Jonuary 24, 1907—"Any duly qualifed snd scting
CmuTnumwfmmemr.gh&ﬁqu.m
shall be eligible to membenhip upon app i the

OF THE COUNTY TREASURERS' ASSOCIATION

The Tenth Ansual Convention of the County Treasmrers’ Association
Wai o exception to the rule that each meeting held by this bedy of
county officials is o hittle better than the last one Important matiers per-
faining to the werking for
laws that will enable the

SMILES

1718 Dirmpic Howl Roon—1 ik that ld fogbom woul sop

m%“mw&‘:&“ﬁ“ﬂ““
Mr. Bogle s v Ele tinid sbout mpouking bafors the A

e L o B e Tt T B 1 ttiasy

The “Ladies of the Lake™ did not know that the Treasurers
Eust Side had been fasting, o e

Some biked the fish and some Bked “'the water” at Declmanns,
We think i that Mr. Boyle should be chaperoned
6 Proper be at these
The punch at Chvington's was bike an oasis in the desert, but it would
nhi‘fpuﬂnup]ﬂguhukw_mlﬁ:; We blame the Press

AT THE BALL
Mir. Amald—Say, Mr. Carr, [ wish you would teach me that new

Mr. Car—Which one?

Mr. Ameld—That “Salvation Dance” I saw you just dancing,
Mr, Car—The Salvation Danced What kind of a danes is that?
M.Amﬂ—"]u,ylwﬁludn:whbbmmwh

OF THE COONTY TREASURERS" ASSOCIATION ]

AMEMDMENT, September 27, 19/0—"Ex-County Treasurems to
be aligible ko bership wpen application to the

AMENDMENT, Seplamber 26, /970—"That the Bureau of Tnipes-

tion and Supervision of Public Offices be mmde members of the Amo-
cintion,”

AMENDMENT. Seplember 22, [97]1—"That the Treasurer of the
State of Washingion be made an honcrary member of this Aseccistion.™

AMENDMENT. September 25, /913—"That sy ooe who has ab-
tended five of the Association’s regalsr annual meetings may be made an
honorary member by a two-thirds vote.”

Founts. Anmial Mesiing—The Amociation shall meet annaally
on Thurday and Friday of the third week in January.

AMENDMENT, Jonuvary, 1907—"The date of the smmual meeting
to be left to the discretion of the afficers of the Association.”



|| In 1920, Clark County’s population was 32,805 ||

1919 -1922 T.L. Henrichsen

Loyalty, Efficiency, Economy
and 100 per cent
Americanism

T. L. Henrichsen

Republican Candidate for

COUNTY TREASURER

Primaries September 10, 1918

Photo Courtesy of the Clark County Historical Museum

1923-1926 Dudley Eschelman

1925 Courthouse Picnic

Photo Courtesy of the Clark County Historical Museum

1926-1934 C. A. Pender

In 1932, Mr. Pender served as the President of the Washington State Association of County Treasurers.

Financial Reports from the County Auditor’s Annual Report for the year ending 1931.

(See next page)



Clark County 11

TREASURER’S CASH ON HAND
Amount of Bank Balance Checks Treasurer’s
DEPOSITARY— Security Dec. 31, 1830 Outstanding Balance

State Rank of Battle Ground .......... ¥ 7.000.00 S 5,000.00 - [ 3 5.000.00
Citizens State Bank, Camas ............ 17,000.00 1500000 9 .....vee 15,000.00
First National Bank, Camas .....e000.. 27,500.00 25,000.00 asessnss 26,000.00
MMidgefield State Bank ........... 15,500.00 12,500.00 i EnE AN 12,500.00
N B IGEEINRE] (BRI o yv n v e o 116,035.62 78,110.46 0,742.86 68,867.60
Vancouver National Bank ........ ..... 84,028.606 76,787.73 35.62 76,752.11
Washington National Bank ...... e 98,852.42 79.257.95 8,680,.82 70,567.13
Clark County Bank ...c:c::2- s S 5,000.00 L0 0 ieseicas 4,470.50
Firat State Bank, Yacolt .....0000v0s 8,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00

$ 379,916.69 $ 301,126.64 $ 1646930 § 282,657.34

On Hand for--

SUMMARY OF CASH BALANCE

State Funda ........c..ciiivanne

...3  2,993.72

Higher Education PR T—— R R RO A S R s e e e i 3,065.48
BN TN, v i ana i o e - S P S e e Gt i i B 6,627.81
BONNLY MBI . onesnrssns Sina e e ne i i i e I R e B B R i S 73.219.56
DTSR Sl TROTRA " ok S nie i e s A M e S i o o it mre i s n e e it L e 17,789.85
Highway Funds ....... el s T AT B e B A e 79,197.55
Highway Bonds . i g .3 susEnsense 1B0ANN.THN
Draage TIMIB cisocacicisssssisasisnissssssssanesosstsssbueunevsnssrsvvrsnnnas 3,852.48
Port Fumds .covreenes i AT PR A E Sy 7.304.05
DEHES. TIARE s snrsnibamn ot e R ARl e R T s o s P B aTe e e iRt 3.360.34

Total Cash en Hand ........... ... ..oviviiniinns csnsesrasnanes e SR A R § 333,988.84
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4 Auditor’s Annual Report

SCHOOL DISTRICTS

District Genaral Special Total

No. Valuation Tavy Lavy Non-Hi Baond Lewy Tax

4 $1E5,500.00 - U.H1 1 19 § 8,524.60

] 179,790.00 o . 4 2 12 2,157.48

7 262,672.00 10 4 - 18 4,728.08
10 134,760.00 B 4 12 1,617.12
1n 46,020.00 10 10 4 24 1,104.48
13 48,570.00 10 - | 4 17 783.690
14 87.420.00 L 4 T 17 1,486, 14
15 154,040.00 10 4 4 18 2.788.92
16 44,430.00 0 - 14 632.02
17 210,630.00 6 4 10 2,108.30
18 25%,120.00 10 4 4 18 4, 586.16
) | 154,723.00 7 4 1n 1,701.90
iz 55,630.00 3 4 7 380.41
24 107,270.00 L L ] 3 U 1,601.78
20 145,780.00 10 4 14 2,012.92
an 48,820.00 1 4 5 243.10
% 119,740.00 10 4 2 16 1,615.84
29 21,790.00 10 4 14 445.06
a0 022 574.00 n 4 15 13,818.61
i3 100,710.00 10 2 4 5 2n 2,114.01
5 150,670.00 4 & g 1,205.36
37 497,168.00 10 T 3 0 9,043.36
a7-6 7,474,739.00 10 T 4 1 156,989.52
77T 13,410.00 10 L § 17 227.97
38 A0,950.00 (1] 4 10 nop.50
59 488,517.00 10 4 14 6,839.24
40 108, 680.00 1 2 L ] 16 1,738.88
£2 70,890.00 10 ] 4 10 1,343.11
i 66,820.00 10 ] 4 -] 1,250.04
&5 115,660.00 10 7 4 5 28 3,007.16
E L] 27.060.00 10 10 1 24 663 .64
a7 55,788.00 10 a 4 17 948 66
48 450,912.00 9 4 2 18 6,763.08
3R-82 4,580,00 9 4 5 18 82.02
40 52,670.00 10 4 14 T51.38
51 319,755.00 10 4 14 4,477.18
52 134,500.00 4 U.H 11 1 1 2.152.00
53 925,298, 00 10 1 4 3 18 5,855.36
54 183.400.00 10 ) q i 2.803.29
55 29,270.00 10 4 14 400.78
b& 72,370.00 7 4 ] 18 1.157.92
57 45,080.00 10 4 14 112
59 £1.860.00 10 4 14 1.146.04
(20 74,280.00 10 4 3 17 1,262.7T8
61 102,400.00 ] 4 13 1.331.20
62 55,430.00 10 B 14 776.02
65 168,050.00 10 4 14 2,361.10
e 25,890.00 10 ¢ B 20 5190.80
6T 131,911.00 1 4 18 1.714.84
3] 427,855.00 10 < 14 5.989.97
9 £8,860.00 7 4 11 988.48
T0 £8,270.00 B 4 3 15 1,224.05
7z 8,820.00 11 5 18 1,022 72
73 2p,520.00 2 4 L 177.12
70 253.674.00 5 U H 1N 1 17 4,310.70
S0 283,410.00 9 4 4 17 4.817.97
)] 108,600.00 8 4 12 . 1,280.28
82 125,110.00 10 4 @ [ 1 19 2,477.09
B4 226.610.00 10 4 14 8,172.54
a0-33 4,940.00 11 10 5 26 128 44
an-96 214,341.00 11 10 2 4.020 84
90-58 2,066,720.00 11 10 4 20 64.168.22
0i)-80 84,071.00 1 i 2 23 1,473,468
21 285,700.00 10 10 a0 7.715.20
02 142,998.00 1 ¥ 18 2,5T3.96
92-33 3,010.00 11 T 5 23 49.23
92-80 738,266.00 11 T 2 b 14.765.32
] 33,352.00 10 4 14 486.98
a4 237,410.00 10 A 14 3,323.74
o6 191,032.00 1 1 2,101.86
96-64 713,885.00 1n L] 16 11,421.68

Total. .$21,624,530.00 $407,366.56



In 1930, Clark County’s population was 40,316

1935-1942 Fred F. Strickling

|| In 1940, Clark County’s population was 49,852 ||

Old Courthouse and new Courthouse 1941

Photo Courtesy of the Clark County Historical Museum

1943-1966 Eva King Burgett

‘ In 1960 Eva King Burgett served on the Washington Association of County Officials Board of Trustees

Eva King Burgett was born on July 4, 1890 in Vancouver and raised on a dairy farm. She served as
county treasurer from 1943 to 1967. During her service, an electric “booking machine” was used in creating
the tax roll. Tax statements were hand typed. When she retired Ms. Burgett was the longest serving Clark
County Treasurer since 1850. Prior to serving as county treasurer, she was the County Clerk from 1935 to
1943. Eva served as an elected county official for 32 years. In 1952, Ms. Burgett served as the President of
the Washington State Association of County Treasurers and in 1963 as Treasurer of the Washington
Association of County Officials. Eva was active in historical preservation efforts and the Vancouver Soroptimist
Club. She died after suffering from a stroke on December 29, 1979 at the age of 89.
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Expotlog. statemant carefully.
Lapnaedit o wBidle Seuparty
Gralllet U cvfut dod,

1951 REAL PROPERTY TAX

Tuxpaying Deates:

Taxes RIC pRFable Febroary 15th, anccesding bevr.
Bl digeonnt allowerd by order of 1549 Legislpfure
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theranErey,
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Return Botkh Copies with Remittance!

= - MaEe remittinces savable to: Dielinaneat Thbecen: Rate 895,
EYA KING ETURGETT Tares utder S10.00 cannot be paid in hubwes
Clark County Treasurer
Yuncouver, Washington
s =
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ORIGINAL—DO NOT DETACH
Treasurer Clark County, Washington

Statement ot Personal Property Tax, 1951

VANCOUVER, WASHINGTON, FEERUARY 13, 193]

Meice All Checks, Dralix, or Mooy Crisms Payable io

E¥A KTNG EURGETT
County Tragumor

7 No Rebate Allowed

ROLL | PAGE LISK e TR TEON
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TAX BALK FAYNiKT

PLEASE READ —TAXPAYING DATES
April 30—Lesy day for 1ieel hell, Whole tax delingaent May 1ak
Delober A0th-—Becond balf duc. Tellngues; Movamdsr 15L4
Texca may Bé pabd in full or in halwes affer FPehruary 15th.
Delinquent imforast rats 0%
Personal taves legs than $I0 cannat be paid in halvea

After personal nioperts bog boch

AL TAX

e nkaxnl n.H::I

| CNTREREAT

| POTAL FAID

zaed, it shall be nnlawful for ang peezon te veer ove Ehe aame frow the Biate, unbil taxes
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pereon vialating the provisions of this net s3all he gnilty of 4 misderemooc.

Population in Clark County:
1950 — 85,307

1960 - 93,809




1967-1970 Dorothy M. Carlson

Born on June 20, 1920, Dorothy Carlson was a lifelong resident of Vancouver. In 1945, Miss Carlson
began working in the Treasurer’s Office. She served as Chief Deputy Treasurer from 1951 until the end of
1966 under County Treasurer Eva King Burgett. When Ms. Burgett decided not to run for re-election, Dorothy
decided to run for the position. During Miss Carlson’s time, two additional technological advances were made
in the office: the first was a key punch machine for warrants and name and address changes. The second
technological advance was the introduction of the first computer terminal which was connected to the
Assessor’s computer. The County employees in the Treasurer’s Office voted to unionize. The office staff
joined the Office and Professional Workers’ Local 11. Most of the work in the Treasurer’s Office continued to
be processed manually. The 1970 census showed Clark County with 128,464 people, a 34% increase over
1960.

Miss Carlson served as the chairman of the Columbia River Gorge Commission from 1960 to 1966. She
was also active in the Vancouver Business and Professional Women’s Club and Vancouver Historical Society.
In 1970, after only one term in office, Miss Carlson decided not to run for re-election. She died at the age of
62 on January 12, 1983.

|| In 1970, Clark County’s population was 128,464

TREASURER’S OFFICE HISTORY
1968 — 1986

By: Joann Jenny, Data Management Coordinator
Dianna Towner, Office Manager

In 1968 when Joann Jenny began working here, we had a Unisys computer, which was used to print tax statements and
tax rolls. Everything else was done manually. The very first job Joann did when hired was to alphabetize tax statements
prior to mailing to be able to group all statements for one taxpayer together.

The first change occurred in 1971 with the establishment of the Consolidated Computer Center. We had Data
Processing keypunching staff in our office until they were moved to a location at City Hall. Then we had to batch and log
all work, which was ferried back and forth to Data Processing. This even included boxes of tax statements (blank and
printed) and tax receipts! Daily receipt balancing was done from a daily edit we received and was an especially tedious
and lengthy process. Often times during peak tax periods it was not possible to have one day balanced before another
day was completed. Balancing was even further complicated because it was done off of cash register tapes similar to
adding machine tapes. Errors were very difficult to detect compared to the current journals created for each individual
operator.



Then we got the IBM computer and in-office terminals for Users to do their own data entry. We still received a daily edit
to balance the receipts, but now, with the addition of the IBM terminal, we could make the necessary corrections
directly on the terminal. Still, we had tax rolls to manually post and redeemed warrants to stamp off! We had inquiry
capabilities for Real Property, but with only three terminals and data that sometimes proved to be unreliable; we still
could not completely rely on the system.

In 1986 we moved to the Hewlett-Packard system, enabling most everyone to have a terminal on their desk. With on-
line entry, we no longer have to manually post to tax rolls or stamp off redeemed warrants. Daily balancing is faster and
more accurate for both the cashiers and the Fiscal sections.

It has been quite interesting to see how our staff has adjusted with each change. We feel our office is in the best shape
now than it has been in our time here. Systems are returning to more user control. We have increased system
awareness (know what data is available). With Quiz we have the ability to generate reports for needed information and
with access to the data base information the expertise to maintain more reliable data.

It is exciting to be a part of the planning for the future. Joann feels now the office has a place in current and future
planning for data processing needs, which was greatly lacking in the past. It is exciting to think of the gains we will make
in the future considering the progress we have made since 1985.

1971-1984 June Sparks

Previous to serving as County Treasurer, June Sparks worked part-time for a number of years
at US National Bank in Portland, Oregon. She ran on a campaign platform of improving
working relations with other elected officials and computerizing the finance and tax collection
departments of the office. All the treasury and tax collection tasks were posted in large ledger
books, and all correspondence was typed in duplicate (carbon paper). The County Auditor’s

Office provided the lead in the design of the county financial computer system with input
from the Treasurer’s Office and the County Assessor’s Office, and the Treasurer’s Office developed their parts
to the assessment and taxation computer system. Both legacy computers systems were developed in COBOL
by the County Information Technology Department which is under the County Commissioners authority.

Hand posted Investment Ledger Book until 1986

Prior to Mrs. Sparks, the process of investing the public moneys was done by leaving the money in the
bank drawing at a savings rate. June Sparks was one of the first treasurers in the state to invest public funds
not needed for immediate use by sweeping the cash daily and placing the moneys in short-term instruments.
Earning the extra interest earnings versus leaving the money in the bank stretched the earnings for the county



and junior taxing districts. In 1980, there were 20 employees including the Treasurer in the Treasurer’s Office.
The total budget in 1980 for the Treasurer’s Office was $391,434.

From June 1983 to June 1984, June Sparks served as the President of the Washington State Association
of County Treasurers. June retired in June 1984 and submitted her resignation to the County Commissioners.
She and her husband moved to New Mexico. A few years ago, she moved back to Clark County to be closer to
her family.

From left, County Treasurer June Sparks and Joann Jenny
view the real property tax statement screen on the 3270
terminal as the statement is being printed on the printer in
the lower left of the photograph.
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Property tax statements can be printed in the Treasurer’s Office via 3286 printer terminal. All or selected years can be printed. The system can calculate and print
the interest owing on delinquent accounts.

|| In 1980, Clark County’s population was 192,227 ||




Posting Road Improvement District Books — 1984-1985

1984 - Present Doug Lasher

Doug Lasher was appointed by the County Commissioners to the position of County
Treasurer on July 5, 1984, after the resignation and retirement of June Sparks. Mr. Lasher was
elected as county treasurer in November 1984 to complete the unfinished term of Ms. Sparks
and had run unopposed at each election since until 2010. In 2010, Doug was opposed for re-
election for the first time since 1984. He was elected to another four-year term.

Doug was born and raised in Clark County (Hazel Dell) and graduated from the
Vancouver School District. He received his B.A. in Political Science and a Master’s Degree in Public
Administration from Lewis and Clark College in Portland, Oregon. Mr. Lasher worked in federal, state and
county government (County Auditor’s Office) before being appointed to fill the vacancy as County Treasurer.

1986 Courthouse photo courtesy of the Clark

County Historical Museum

At that time, there were 21 employees in the Treasurer’s Office. Since 1984,

there have been numerous changes in the Treasurer’s Office especially due to
constant improvements in technology — mainly the invention of the personal
computer, more powerful computer chips and the Internet. After February
1986, the Treasurer’s Office no longer kept financial records by hand in

ledger books. In 1987, to reduce costs and improve efficiencies, the County’s
Information System Department, along with the Treasurer’s and Assessor’s Offices, converted the County
Assessment and Taxation System created in 1977 from an IBM-based system to an HP system. The conversion
included new receipting, debt management, special assessment, and Real Estate Excise Tax Receipting
modules.
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Mr. Lasher was the second county treasurer in the state to create an investment pool for the county
and taxing districts. The Investment Pool portfolio size today is a little over S600 million.

The Treasurer’s Office continued to move forward in 1989 by purchasing a high-speed remittance and mail
opening machine to process payments. The Treasurer’s Office also signed a contract to process the City of
Vancouver utility payments.

Remittance Processor in Treasurer’s Office Workroom, April 1999

|| In 1990, Clark County’s population was 238,053 ||

Later in 1999, the Treasurer’s Office and the Clark Public Utilities joined together to have one remittance
processing center at the Clark County Public Utility District Headquarters in order to enhance technology and
reduce costs in processing transactions. Over the years, additional utility customers were added including
Tualatin Valley Water District, City of Camas, Clark County Animal Control, Clark Wastewater District, City of
Longview, Cowlitz PUD, Eugene Water and Electric Board, and Clark Public Utilities.

Mr. Lasher served from June 1999 to June 2000 as President of the Washington State Association of
County Treasurers. He also currently serves as Washington State representative on the Board of Directors of



the National Association of County Collectors, Treasurers and Finance Officers and the National Association of
County Officials, Intergovernmental Affairs and Finance Committee.

|| In 2000, Clark County’s population was 345,238 ||

In 2001, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed between

= the Assessor, Auditor and Treasurer to provide for the training
“—' and mtegratlon of a “one-stop customer service center” as part

cooperation in the state to provide one Iocatlon for property
recording, assessment, and tax collection transactions.

. Property tax information was provided on the County’s
web site in early 2002, and in the fall 0f 2002, the County’s Oracle Financial system was implemented.

After 63 years located on the southeast corner of the first floor
of the Courthouse, the Treasurer’s Office moved to the second
floor of the Clark County Public Service Building in January 2003.

In February of 2005, the Clark County Treasurer's Office was the
first county in the state to implement a county treasury web site
that provides daily financial information and monthly financial

After 28 years, the County Commissioners approved the funding to replace an outdated assessment
and taxation computer program. In March 2005, a Request for Proposal for a new assessment - taxation
system was published and distributed. After a comprehensive analysis, a vendor was selected to implement
the new assessment - taxation system in October 2005.

In March 2006, County Commissioners signed a contract with True Automation, a software vendor to
design and install the new assessment and taxation system. After designing and testing the new system from
scratch, the first phase of the new system went live in February 2009, and the second phase will be completed
in early 2012. This was the county's largest computer conversion ever done. Before the second phase of the
software project was finished, ten other counties in Washington purchased and installed the new system.



Personal computers are standard at every work station

An Oracle financial system upgrade occurred in early spring of 2006. The upgrade streamlined work
flow and eliminated excess steps in preparing financial reports. It also allowed for quicker and more detailed
reporting thereby reducing the costs in providing the financial reports.

Also in April 2006, the County Treasurer’s Office began taking credit card payments for property taxes
through the County Treasurer’s web site and office. The following was a summary of the volume of work in
20009:

¢ Number of tax accounts over 165,000

e Accounted for over $10 billion in 470 funds for 40 local governments

e Managed an investment portfolio of $440 million

e Over the last ten years, the County’s Investment Pool earned $26 million more than the Washington
State Local Government Investment Pool

e Processed over $5 million payment transactions

e Administered a debt management portfolio of S800 million

e Customer service handled 28,500 phone calls

e And 18,700 customers came into the lobby

Due to the severe budget cuts in 2009 and 2010 to the Community Development Department staff
(over 40%), the Assessor and Treasurer agreed in 2010 to help by having their counter staff in the Joint Lobby
receipt building permits and animal licenses and add animal licenses to Remittance Processing Center Client
list. During this time, the Treasurer's Office also had to cut three and a half positions. In addition, some key
senior personnel left the Treasurer’s Office to higher-paying jobs.

The Treasurer's Office partnered with Clark County real estate title companies to develop the first
electronic data exchange in Washington to process Real Estate Excise Tax transactions and tax payments. At
the end of 2010, the entire process was automated with a new Real Estate Excise Tax web portal resulting in
significant savings for the public as well as for title companies.

In April 2010, the Treasurer's Office selected a new vendor to provide electronic checks, debit card,
and credit card payment options on our web site or by phone. Taxpayers now have the option to mail their
payments, use the Internet, or pay their taxes by phone without needing to leave their home or business.



The Clark County Finance Committee updated the Clark County Investment Policy. The County Finance
Committee members are the County Treasurer (Chair), the County Auditor (Secretary) and the Chair of the
Board of County Commissioners (member).

A new debt management software system to track over $800 million in debt/bond issues for the
County and junior taxing districts was implemented in November 2010. Also, during 2010 there were major
computer software system upgrades in investment, accounting and property assessment and collection.

In 2010, three members of the finance staff received the national Association of Public Treasurers
Certified Public Funds Investment Manager certificate.

Customer Ticket Kiosk
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Mission

The Clark County Treasurer's Office
is committed to ensuring effective
treasury management of the public’s
resources by mutually respecting the
needs of each of its customers.

2010 Office Transactions
Tax Service
All Payments Types 308,475
Real Estate Excise 13,160
Tax Statements Generated 345,311
Property Tax Adjustments 9,028
Email Correspondence 615
Telephone Calls 23,799

Independent Audit The State Auditor’s
Office conducts an annual audit of the
Treasurer’s Office as part of the county
audit.

2010 Report to the Citizens

Office of the Clark County Treasurer

About the Treasurer’s Office
What do we do?

The Treasurer acts as the “government bank™ for the county., schools, libraries,
ports and fire districts as well as for other entities of local government. In this ca-
pacity, Treasurer’s Office stafl receipts, disburses, and accounts for the funds col-
lected through property and excise tax, court fees, state collections and other reve-
nues. The collection of various taxes, assessments and fees benefit the citizens of
Clark County by funding a wide range of services. In addition to the collection and
disbursement of regular taxes, the Treasurer’s Office issues refunds for tax adjust-
ments authorized by the County Assessor or Courts. We also collect and distribute
the real estate excise tax associated with the sale of real estate. In addition, we pro-
vide cash management, investment and debt management for both the County and
the local governments we serve.

How we are set up?

The Treasurer is a constitutionally elected officer who serves a four-year term. The
position is elected rather than appointed in order to provide independence from the
Board of County Commissioners, the County Assessor, and the County Auditor.
This independence provides checks and balances from all other various govern-
ments that have the authority to levy taxes and assessments versus collection of the
payments.

How do we operate?

The Treasurer’s Office is organized into three main departments: Tax Services.
Finance, and Administration. These three areas serve to properly segregate duties
for effective internal controls.

Tax Service functions include billing and collection of property taxes, special as-
sessments, and other fees. They process the real estate excise tax on the transfer of
real property and mobile homes as well as manage the adjustments to taxes and
special assessments, process refunds, and review subsidiary accounts.

The Finance area includes Cash Management, Accounting and Tax Distribution,
and Debt Management and Investments. The Cash Management/Accounting and
Tax Distribution staff are responsible for the banking, transfers of monies, daily
account reconciliation, general receipts redemption of warrants (checks), and
monthly, quarterly and annual financial reporting. The Investment/Debt Manage-
ment stafl is responsible for managing invesiments for the county and junior taxing
districts. The function of the Debt Management section is to borrow the money
needed to operate County government in an efficient manner. The section is also
responsible for accounting for and managing all of the County and junior taxing
districts” outstanding debt obligations including arbitrage caleulations, ensuring
compliance with state and federal reporting requirements and timely reimburse-
ment to investors.

Integrity Accuracy Reliability Accountability 1



Accomplishments

How do we operate? - Continued

The Administration section of the Treasurer’s Office provides overall vi-
sion, goals, and policies of the organization, administrative support, and
legislative and Treasurer’s Office outreach. Administration is comprised of
the Treasurer, Deputy Treasurer and Administrative Assistant.

Office Staffing Actual Actual Budget
1980 2010 2011
Tax Service Dept. 13 14.5 14.5
[ Finance Dept, 5 8 §
Administration 2 3 3
[ Total Full Time Equivalent (FTE’s) 20 255 255
Office Budget Actual Actual Budget
2007-2008 2009-2010 2011-2012
Tax Service DeplL. $2.249.774 $2.366,439 $2.557.516
Finance Dept. $1.415,137 $938,125 $927.975
Administration 31,146,584 51,263,620 $1,022,720
[ Office Total $4.811,494 $4,568,184 $4,508,211
% Change from previous period -5.06% -1.31%

2010 Major Accomplishments

e Added two new Remittance Processing Center clients — Animal Licenses
and Building Permits.

« Updated Clark County Investment Policy

¢ New Debt Management software system installed which provides auto-
mated record keeping and flexible reporting.

o Three staff achieved the national APT Certified Public Funds Investment
Manager certificate.

« Major computer software system upgrades in investment, debt manage-
ment, accounting and property assessment and collection.

Financial Reports The Treasurer’s Office does not issue separate financial statements;
however, the Treasurer’s Office contributes a major portion of the revenues and state-
ments included in the Clark County Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR).

Complete financial information can be found at www.clark.wa.gov. The Treasurer’s
Office also produces an Annual Report of the activities of the office.

2 Integrity Accuracy Reliability Accountability

Governments Served by the County
Treasurer: as treasurer, ex-officio
treasurer, tax collector, investment
pool or remittance processor.

Washington State
Department of Revenue
Department of Natural Resources
Gambling Commission
Clark County
City of Vancouver
City of Camas
City of Washougal
City of Battle Ground
City of Ridgefield
City of La Center
City of Woodland
Town of Yacolt
Educational Serviee District #112
Vancouver School District
Evergreen School District
Battle Ground School District
LaCenter School District
Green Mountain School District
Hockinson School District
Ridgefield School District
Woodland School District
Camas School District
Washougal School District
Fort Vancouver Regional Library District
Camas-Washougal Port District
Vancouver Port District
Ridgefield Port District
Fire Districts 2,3,5,6, 10 and 13
Clark County Regional Fire District
East County Fire and Rescue District
North Country Emergency Services
Clark Public Utilities District
Cemetery Districts 1.4,5 and 6
Clark Regional Waste Water District
Tualatin Valley Water District
Eugene Water and Electric Board
City of Longview
Cowlitz Public Utihty District

Ornginal Treasurer’s Safe



The Property Tax Corner

Are property taxes based on assessed value or budgets in the
state of Washington?

Property taxes in the state of Washington are based upon budg-
ets submitted by various taxing districts including the State,
County, cities, schools districts, fire districts, ete. These gen-
eral budgets (except for schools) are allowed to grow by law
up to 1% per year.

Where Did Your Tax Dollars Go?

County
11.9% Local Schools
! 37 3%

Cities
12.4%_

_:‘ Fire
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7% 0.1%

State Schoals.
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Investments and Debt Management
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Investment portfolio as of December 31, 2010 - market value of $502.7 million

Debt Issues Outstanding by Issuer Group

School Districts
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m

Debl outstanding as of December 31, 2010 - $E12.157 440

The Public’s Money

Managing Your Tax dollars

2010 Levy Dollars Billed (Property Taxes)

County 95.070,784.51
School Districts 179.491,639.61
Fire Districts 32.075,237.27
Cemetery Districts 170,948 42
Cities 59.444,227.26
State School 84,101,865.95
Library District 17.839,467.16
Port Districts 12.210,642.58
Grand Total 480,404,812.76

Taxing District News

In 2010, despite tough economic times, voters valued public
education as all eight replacement school levy measures on
the ballot passed in February. The last time the voters in the
Battle Ground School District approved a levy was in 2007.
Levy dollars are essential to pay for items such as:

* Teacher and support positions

* Classroom supplies, textbooks and equipment
¢ Instructional technology and software

* Security monitors

* Maintenance of buildings and grounds

* Staff training and professional development

» Support for programs of choice

» Extended day/year learning

» Education for students with special needs

» Extracurricular activities and intramural sports
* Technology support in schools

* Substitutes

« Portable classrooms

» Utilities, insurance and fuel

* Student transportation

In August 2010, the voters renewed Fire District # 6’s Emer-
gency Medical Service’s (EMS) six-year levy by a 78.8% yes
vote. EMS responses encompass nearly 90% of the Fire Dis-
trict’s emergency requests for critical service.

The Fort Vancouver Regional Library District voters ap-
proved a levy increase which restores library hours and pro-
vides an increase in library books and materials.

On November 5, 2010, the Camas-Washougal Port District
celebrated its 75" anniversary commemoration and open
house.

Integrity Aceuracy Reliability Accountability 3
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We want to hear from you  Economic Outlook-Future Challenges

In 2010, all levels of government continued to face the challenge of maintaining
the cost of services while revenues were falling behind in a weak economy. Clark
County unem ployment at the end of December remained high at 12.7% compared
to 9.2% for the state of Washington.

Sales tax is 17% of the County General Fund. Since 2008, the reduction in sales
tax revenues has had a major impact on the County budget, and as a result, the
County overall has had to reduce its work force. Sales for all of 2010 were up
3.7% from 2009 but 17% lower than 2007 sales. (Source Clark County Budget Of-
fice)

Property tax payments were up slightly. Property taxes are a major revenue
source for local governments. The collection rate for 2010 was a little higher at

Clark County Treasurer Doug Lasher 97.2% compared to 96.46% for 2009.
This “Report to Qur Citizens” provides basic The Clark County Treasurer’s Investment Pool balances averaged $487.1 million
financial and treasury services information. for the year compared to an average of $459.2 million for 2009. Over the last 11
The report is modeled after the Association years, the Investment Pool has earned $24 million more for the taxpayers of Clark
of Governmental Accountants (AGA) citizen County when compared to the money invested in the Washington State Local Gov-
-ceniric based reports in a specific four page ernment Investment Pool. Low interest rates continue to make investing the pub-

format. This AGA recommended reporting

format makes governments more accountable lic’s moncy challenging.

to their citizens and informed about govern- Goals for 2011: 1. Continue phase 2 of the development and installation of the

ment activities. new property tax software system which is replacing a 30-
1d softw. tem.

Did you find this report informative? FORTS SRS

Would you like to see other information? 2. Utilize social media options such as Facebook as a commu-

Please Tet us know by contacting the Clark nication tool.

County Treasurer: :
3. Enhance the Treasurer’s financial web portal.
S0 lin St.
%SHESEVH,O\C'V(A%;;%ES 8t 4. Development of electronic billing through a third party vendor
360-397-2255
360-397-6042 FAX
E-mail: treasoff(@clark wa.gov

For more information on our services, visit
our website at www.clark.wa.gov/treasurer

B

ot the tree mobile app 2
httpdigettag mobi

Clark County and Clark Public Utilities Joint Remittance Processing Center
4 Integrity Accuracy Reliability Accountability

Another great tax season comes to a close October 31, 2011.
The numbers for October 31, 2011:



Phone calls: 391
Payments at the front counter: 625
Real Estate Excise Tax transactions: 90
Numbers for the week of October 24-31, 2011
Number of calls: 1168
Payments at front counter: 1492
Real Estate Excise Tax transactions: 430
Number of internet payments October 1-27, 2011: 1,673

On December 2, 2011, Clark County Title Co. sends the first electronic REET document utilizing
Treasurer's Office integrated workflow software by SIRE.

Remodeling and reconfiguration of the Joint Lobby was done to improve customer service.

2011 Report to the Citizens
(next page)
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" 2011 REPORT TO
CLARK COUNTY CITIZENS

OFFICE OF THE CLARK COUNTY
TREASURER

INTEGRITY ACCURACY RELIABILITY ACCOUNTABILITY

ABOUT THE TREASURER'S OFFICE

* The Treasurer acts as the “government bank” for not only the county but for schools,
libraries, ports and fire districts and other entities of local government.

* Tax Service staff receipts, disburses, and accounts for all funds collected through
property and real estate excise tax, court fees, state collections and other revenues.

* Finance staff issues refunds for tax adjustments authorized by the County Assessor
or courts and provides cash management, investment and debt management for
those we serve.

WHAT'S INSIDE WHO WE SERVE
+ 9 Cities and towns
s e L AL + 11 School Districts
5 + 3 Ports
THE PuBLIC'S MONEY 3 10 Fire Districts
LOOKING FORWARD 4 + 5 Utility Districts
¢ 4 Cemetery Districts
+ The Fort Vancouver Library
¢ Clark County Government
+ Washington State Departments of Revenue, Natural
Resources and the Gambling Commission
We serve the above as either treasurer, ex-officio treas-
urer, tax collector, investment pool manager or through
remittance processing services.
OUR MISSION
RESOURCES SERVING CUSTOMERS
THE CLARK COUNTY Office Staffing Actual | Actual | Actual
TREASURER'S OFFICE IS 1980 2010 2011
COMMITTED TO : ; ;
ENSURING EFFECTIVE A T 1 } 14 14
TREASURY MANAGE- Finance Dept. 5 8 8
MENT OF THE PUBLIC’S Administration 2 3 3
RESOURCES BY
MUTUALLY RESPECTING Total Full Time Equivalent 20 25 25
THE NEEDS OF EACH OF (FTE’s)

ITS CUSTOMERS.

Find us on Facebook!
www. facebook.com/
\ : ClarkCoWaTreasurer /
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2011 REPORT TO CITIZENS

2011

*  In the wake of slow economic times for
Clark County, the Treasurer’s Office as-
sisted taxing districts in evaluating their
debt structure. Similar to consumers refi-
nancing loans to take advantage of lower
interest rates, this refunding activity saves
taxpayers money. Our preparation of his-
torical collections rates, assessed home
value trends and other factors influencing
cash flow helps districts make decisions
that best fulfill their goals and needs.

+  Efforts continued in Phase Il of the Prop-
erty Assessment and Collection System
(PACS) (see inset on page 3) - a system
that replaces 30-year-old software previ-
ously in use.

= Began preparations for a major county-
wide upgrade to Oracle 12, the county’s
financial management system.

w

+ |nitiated plans to enhance the Treasurer’
Financial Web Portal for taxing districts
and will go live with the improvements in
late 2012.

* Created social media accounts on Face-
book and Twitter to improve communica-
tion with citizens.

x  Successful implementation of electronic
Real Estate Excise Tax (REET) workflow to
improve efficiency in processing docu-
ments.

EMPLOYEE ACHIEVEMENTS

r A

N AECOGMITION OF

‘ JOHN PAYNE, DEPUTY TREASURER

EXECUTIVEBOARD OF THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE
'OFFICERS ASSOCIATION of the UNITED STATES AND.
CANADA

L&

A 4

CONGRATULATIONS TO JOHN PAYNE, DEPUTY TREASURER, FOR
BEING APPOINTED TO THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE
GOVERNMENT FINANCE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF THE

UNITED STATES AND CANADA!

PAGE 2 \

ACCOMPLISHMENTS & HAPPENINGS

Financial Reports The Treasurer’s Office issues monthly
cash basis financial statements to county fund managers
and to districts for which we serve as ex-officio Treas-
urer. These are posted monthly to the Treasurer’s Office
web portal. The Treasurer’s Office also prepares the
county’s annual statements on revenue, investment, and
debt information as well as various disclosure notices
that are included in the Clark County Comprehensive An-
nual Financial Report (CAFR). Complete financial infor-
mation can be found at www.clark.wa.gov/auditor/
financial/index.html.

[0)]
2011 OFFICE TRANSACTIONS
TAX SERVICE
Tax Payments via Online Payment Sources 7,527
Tax Payments in Office 34,096
Tax Payments via Remittance Center 114,975
Tax Payments via Automated Mortgage Files 140,139
Real Estate Excise Transactions 13,163
Tax Statements Generated 347,512
Refunds Generated 1,863
Property Tax Adjustments 8,674
Miscellaneous Receipts Completed 9,273
Customer Correspondence & Telephone 23,901
Calls
% d We have partnered with
OXO DOXO to provide paperless
billing

www.doxo.com/ClarkCounty
[=] %] (=]

Doxo Mobile
for 1 Phone and
Android

_
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Where Did Your Tax Dollars Go?

Cemetery
0.04% City
11.91%

State Schools
17,240

County
11.52%

Fire/Rescue
6.17%

Local Schools
¢

TAXING DISTRICT NEWS

#  Evergreen School District issued
$35,705,000 in refunding bonds In 2011,
which saved taxpayers $2,721,478.

= Vancouver School District issued $361,000
in bonds for energy efficient equipment.

= Battle Ground School District issued
$875,000 in bonds to pay the costs of im-
proving the energy efficiency of school dis-
trict buildings and installing systems and
components to use renewable and/or inex-
haustible energy resources.

WHAT Is PACS?

PACS is the Treasurer’s Tax Collection Software.
Phase One was implemented by Clark County in
2009. The Tax Collection software is integrated
with the software used by the Assessor
linking appraisal and levy activity under

THE PuBLIC’S MONEY

Congratulations to
Steve Dahlberg in
Finance for com-
pletion of the Cer-
tified Public Funds
Investment Man-
ager Accreditation
Program!

INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO

Investor Group
Cemetery Dist

02% \

School Districts
40.9%

10.1%

Investment portfolio as of December 31, 2011 -
market value illi S

|
Wi Agencies ey
3.8%

DEBT MANAGEMENT

Debt Issues Outstanding by Issuer Group
Sewer, Uibrary Fire Districts
- /' 14%

18% N\ 53%
Ports

Debt outstanding as of December 31, 2011 - $764,617,792

County
18.5%,

“\-school Districts
T2.8%

TREASURER’S OFFICE BUDGET

one software platform. The ability to

manage tax collections efficiently and

accurately is critical. This system cre-

ates bhills, posts, and distributes pay-

ments among the numerous taxing dis-
tricts. We use this system to create no-

tices, process refunds, and provide ex-
cellent and accurate customer service

Office Budget Actual Actual Actual
2007-2008 2009-2010 2011-2012
Tax Service Dept. $2,249,774 $2,366,439 $2,469,205
Finance Dept. $1,415,137 $938,125 $907,635
Administration $1,146,584 $1,263,620 $1,102,921
Office Total $4,811,494 $4,568,184 $4,49,761
% Change from previous period -5.06% -1.94%

to both taxpayers and districts.

S

/‘
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LOOKING FORWARD

GOALS FOR 2012 ECONOMIC OUTLOOK—FUTURE CHALLENGES
+  Complete the (final) Phase Il of the Prop- In 2011 all levels of government continued to face the
erty Assessment and Collection System challenge of maintaining the cost of services while
(PACs) contract. revenues were falling behind in a weak economy. Clark
County unemployment at the end of December re-
+ Increase partnerships and foster an en- mained high at 9.2% com-
gaged, informed community through en- pared to 8.6% for the state

couraging customer feedback and improv-  of Washington.
ing our communication.
Sales and use tax is 9% of
*  Complete Phase Ill of the Treasury Web the County Governmental
Portal for taxing districts. Revenues. Since 2008, the
reduction in sales tax reve-
* Revise the Treasurer's Office Debt Service  nues has had a major im-
and Compliance Policy into @ more compre- pact on the county budget, &
hensive document. and as a result, the county ‘ .
overall has had to reduce
its work force. Sales tax revenue for all of 2011 was up
WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU 4.5% from 2010. (Source Clark County Budget Office)

Yyw <

- This “Report to Our Citizens”  property tax payments are 32% of the County Govern-
ﬁ provides basic financial and  yenta) Revenues and are a major revenue source for
. treasury services information.  |oca| governments. The collection rate for 2011 was a

oot trememetimapat | 1€ [EPOTt iS modeled after jittie higher at 97.5% compared to 97.2% for 2010.
http://gettagmobi  the Association of

Governmental Accountants
(AGA) citizen-centric based reports in a specific
four page format. This AGA-recommended
reporting format makes governments more
accountable to their citizens and informs the
public about government activities.

Did you find this report informative?

Would you like to see other information?
Please let us know by contacting the Clark
County Treasurer:
Attn: Doug Lasher

PO Box 5000 (1300
Franklin St.)
Vancouver, WA 98666
360-397-2255
360-397-6042 FAX
Email:
treasoff@clark.wa.gov
Web Site:
www.clark.wa.gov/
treasurer Columbia River

ancouver

DouUG LASHER
\ CLARK COUNTY TREASURER

On January 3, 2012, per RCW 36.29.025 the County Treasurer certified a new County Treasurer’s
Official Seal with two cross keys. The previous official seal from 1926 — 2011 had the symbol of a key and a
quill pen.
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The Treasurer’s Office Debt Service and Compliance Policy updated in 2012.

County Assessor Peter Van Nortwick and County Treasurer
Doug Lasher answer questions at the Clark County Fair

Touch button for ticket

New Customer Ticket Kiosk

2012 Report to the Citizens
(next page)



CLARK COUNTY WASHINGTON TREASURER

The elected county treas-
urer acts as the
“govemment bank,” not
only for the county itself,
but for the schools, port,
library, cemeteries, fire dis-
tricts and some of the cities

within Clark County.
Within the Treasurer’s Of-

fice, Tax Service staff waork
directly with the public re-
ceipting payments, disburs-
ing payments to the appro-
priate districts” accounts,
and processing all funds
collected for property and
real estate excise tax, court
fees, state collections and
other revermes.

The Finance area of the
Treasurer's Office inter-
faces more directly with the
taxing districts providing
cash, debt, and investment
management for the dis-
tricts we serve.

How are Tax
Levies Established?

Your property tax levy
rate is an amount derived
by dividing the amount of
each taxing district’s
budget within the area you
live (we call this a cade
distrct) by the total as-
sessed value of the prop-
ety within the district.
Each of the various taxing
districts” levy rates are cal-
culated in this manner and
then added together to
denive your combined rate.
The budget determines the
amount that will be levied,
divided up among the tax
parcels in the tax district,
Your individual share of
that budget is determined

by your property’s as-

About the Treasurer’s Office

Fort Vancouver Regicnal Library

* * * > * + >

||
2012

OUR CUSTOMERS

9 Cities and towns
11 Schocl Districts
3 Ports

10 Fire Districts

5 Utility Districts

4 Cemetery Districts

The Fort Vancouver Li-
brary

Clark County Govern-
ment

WA State Dept of Reve
nue, Natural Resources,
and the Gambling Com-
mission, State Treasurer
and Office of Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction
plus our taxpayers

Office Transactions Processed

Fy 2011 FY 2012
Tax Payments via Online Payment 7527 8,723
Sources
Tax Payments in Oflice 34,096 44,876
Tax Payments via Remittance Center 114,975 109,847
Tax Payments via Antomated Mort- 140,139 140,818
gage Files
Real Estate Excise Transactions 13,163 14,021
Tax Statements Generated 347512 336,243
Refunds Generated 1,863 1,844
Property Tax Adjustments 8,674 8,713
Miscellaneous Receipts Completed 973 7,356
Customer Correspondence & Tele- 23901 26,649
phone Calls

sessed value in relation to the all influence your tax bill.

entire assessed value in your
district. fis we experence
assessed value in the market
going down, cur individual
taxes may go up, as the fac-
tors (budget, voter approved
taxes and assessed value) can
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2012 REPORT TO CITIZENS

2012 Accomplishments and

Achievements
Debt Policy

The Treasurer’s Office Debt
Service and Compliance Policy
was expanded and updated in
2012, This policy will be re
viewed annually to ensure
regulatory compliance require-
ments are met. The policy fol
lows the recommended guide
lines set by the Government
Finance Officer’s Association
and the Municipal Treasurers’
Associanon of the Umted
States and Canada.

PhonePro

Are you a Phone Pro? The
Treasurer’s Olfice is learning
how to be one. Being compe
tent with respect to soft skills
nrinl.t‘.r[)crsuna] shalls 15 jusl.ns
important to the success of our
organization as mastering the
hard skills or the techmical
parts of our jobs. With full
commitment to prcwicic top-
notch customer service, the
office brought in PhonePro
(http:/ /wvwrw.phonepro.com)
dunng 2012 to provide truning

for telephone euquette as well
as email and face-to-face com

munications. The goal was to im-
prove and to enhance our relaton-
ships with customers, business part-
ners, and within the organization
with a focus on posttive and produc
lve communication.

Web Portal Phase llI

In 2012, the Treasurer’s Office com-
pleted Phase 111 of the Treasury Web
Portal. Work performed in this phase
included secunty enhancements,
hardware and database upgrades as
well as adding new functonalty. The
new functionality primarily focused
upon allowing our district customers
to schedule payments and transac
tions through the portal, which im-
proves and centralizes communica
tion and promotes transparency for
all parties involved. The Treasurer’s
Office scheduled visits to portal cus-
tomers in early 2013 to promote the

new enhancements and pro -

vide hands-on training.

Final Phase of PACS

During 2012, the Treasurer’s
Office implemented three

nesw V(?rSi()ﬂﬁ ()1- our Prc}[)(:rl.y

Assessment and Collectuon System
(PACS) Software f;.}_)[)ii(::a.r.i(m. These
implementatons provided us with
additional functional ty for process-
ing plat certifications more effi
L'.ien]]y, C()L’Ilpl(-'.lirlg H‘I(Jl’)ile }I()[T]E
maovement permits in 4 more stream
lined fashion, and the ability to per-
form all statuto ri]y rmlui red delin-
quent products for our PACS appli-
L'.flti()ﬂ‘ Whi(:l] is 5(‘.1’!(‘.(‘1[1!(}(1 jKa) hC (}(.‘—
livered mid-2013. With the imple-
mentation of our workflow product
we anticipate being able to track and
communicate to all our customers
the status of the majority of all indi-
vidual property type transactions
within our office. This will allow for
customer service efforts to continue
to unprove, as well as to provide for
consistent methods of handling

transactions.

Frenchman’s Bar County Park

Treasurer's Office Budget

Office Budget Actual Actual Actual Budgeted

2007-2008 2009-2010 2011-2012 2013-2014
Tax Service Dept. $2,249,774 $2,366,439 $2,469,205 $2,559,543
Finance Dept. 1,415,137 $938,125 $007.635 $948,106
Administration 1,146,584 $1.263,620 $1,102,921 $1.105,919
Office Total $4,811,495 $4,568,184 $4,479,761 $4.613,568
% Change from previous period -5.06% -1.94% 299
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Management of the Public’s Money

Where did your money go?

Debt Issues Outstanding by Issuer Group

617% YisoR 11.81%

Investment Porttolio ($510 million) Dollar Value of Transactions - $5.7 Billion
as of December 31, 2012 Fire Dist

Cecis Paie, 51.995,000

Cowty

Tunding Tramfen,
P06 100

Taxing District News (refunding and new bonds)

Evergreen SD 114 $19,000,000 Unlimited Refunding GO Bond

Ridgefield SD 122 $43,675,000 Unlimited GO Bond

East County Fire & Rescue $1,860,000 Limited Refunding GO Bond

Washougal SD 112 $15,645,000 Unlimited Refunding GO Bond




This “Report to Our Citizens” provides basic
financial and treasury services information. The
report is modeled after the Association of
Governmental Accountants (AGA) citizen-centric
based reports in a specific four page format. This
AGA-recommended reporting format makes
governments more accountable to their citizens
and informs the public about government
activities.

Did vou find this report informative?
Would you like to see other information?

Please let us know by contacting the Clark County

Treasurer:

Attn: Doug Lasher

PO Box 5000 (1300 Franklin St.)
Vancouver, WA 98666
360-397-2255

360-397-6042 FAX

Email: treasoff@clark.wa.gov
Web Site:

www.clark.wa.gov/treasurer

The Clark County Treasurer’s Office is committed to ensuring effective

treasury management of the public’s resources by mutually respecting

the needs of each of its customers.
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Goals for 2013

*  Complete the (final) Phase IT of the Property
Assessment and Collection System (PACs)

contract.

*  Complete the Auditor and Treasurer SIRE
Implementation project which streamlines Real
Estate Excise Tax processing between the two
offices, the title companies, and taxpayers.

*  Implement payee positive pay for the county
and positive pay for junior taxing districts,
which improves the security of public funds.

*  Approval of a new County Debt Policy by the

County Finance Committee.

Clark County Treasurer Doug Lasher meets with Port of
Camas Washougal Director Dave Ripp. The Port is home
to over 40 businesses with an annual payroll of $8.9 mil-
lion. The Clark County T'reasurer is the ex-officio treas-
urer for the Port District.



Optional electronic billing of tax statements was implemented for the 2013 first half tax season through a
contract with Doxo a third party provider in conjunction with our tax statement printer vendor.

The Clark County Finance Committee adopted on August 13, 2013 a comprehensive County Debt Policy
prepared by the Treasurer’s staff. The Policy establishes the County’s requirements and procedures for
ensuring compliance with federal laws relating to the issuance and post-issuance monitoring of tax-exempt
bonds and taxable Direct Pay Bonds. The Policy also establishes the debt management activity the County
Treasurer shall perform and the Treasurer’s expectation of the other county partners’ responsibilities. The
Committee is composed of the Clark County Treasurer as Chairman, the Clark County Auditor as Secretary and
the current Chairman of the Clark County Board of Commissioners.

In November 2013, Phase Il of the new property assessment and taxation system designed by software vendor
True Automation was completed. The installation of the software was a ten-year project that came within its
budget. As per the contract with True Automation, there will be two annual updates for meeting statutory
requirements, improving efficiencies and enhancements. There are now 12 other counties in the state of
Washington that have implemented this software product.

2013 Report to the Citizens

(Next page)



Role of the Treasurer

The Clark County Treasurer’s Office
functions as the bank for the county
as well as for the taxing districts
(schools, libraries, fire and cemetery
districts and ports). Our staff re-
ceipts, disburses and accounts for the
funds collected through property and
excise tax. court fees. state collec-
tions and other revenues that support
County services.

In addition. the Treasurer’s Office
provides cash management, invest-
ment and debt management services
for both the county and our taxing
districts.

The Tax Service department staff
interact the most with the public.
These are the mndividuals the public
sees when they come into the office
to pay taxes, process excise transac-
tions for real property and mobile
homes, or have other tax-related
questions. Tax Service staff also pro-
cess adjustments to property taxes.
based upon assessed valuation
changes generated by the Assessor’s
Office, as well as processing special
assessments and refunds.

The Finance area of the Treasurer’s

Office mteracts primarnily with our
taxing districts. Fance staff1s
responsible for banking and -
vestng, reconcihation and report-
ing.

The Treasurer’s Office improves
the quality of life of citizens of
Clark County in several ways. The
centralization of collecting and
receipting taxes, fees and utility
bills etc. may be the most obvious
and recognizable benefit, but there
are others that aren’t as clearly
visible to the public. Taxmng dis-
tricts benefit from our expertise in
financial analysis and budget man-
agement. The Treasurer’s Office
provides financial statements. cash
flow projections, performs due
diligence activities related to bond
1ssuances and ongoing debt man-
agement, and prepares ad hoc re-
ports as needed for other research.

Another benefit to our districts is
the ability to recognize efficien-
cies and economies of scale in
financial services costs, such as
discounted banking services fees.
Also, local government labor and
overhead expenses are keptto a
minimum through centralization
and the prevention of unnecessary
duplication of Treasury activities.

&M
Sovting the cligens since 1850

1850-1852 Silas D. Maxon
1853-1854 Henry Burlingame
1855-1860 William Kelly
1861-1862 Louis Sohns
1863-1864 Joseph Petrain
1865-1866 Lowis Sohns
1866-1867 C_ H. Hunder
1867-1871 D. F. Schuele
1871-1872 Andrew Riggs
1873-1874 Michael Wintler
1875-1876 Jacob Proebstel, Jr.
1877-1884 Fred W. Bier
1885-1886 D. F. Schuele
1887-1888 R F. Shaw
1889-1890 Matt Brown
1891-1894 A. J. Cook
1895-1896 Jas Waggene
1897-1898 C E. Alexander
1899-1902 A H Parcel
1903-1906 Arthur H. Fletcher
1907-1909 Frank Eichelaub
1909-1910 Gilbert Wintler Daniels
1912-1913 Jas P. Geoghegan
1911-1914 William R Fletcher
1915-1918 L.G. Conant
1919-1920 Blanche Beckett
1921-1922 TL. Henrichsen
1923-1926 Dudley Eschelman
1926-1934 Charles A Pender
1935-1942 Fred F. Strickling
1943-1966 Eva King Burget
1967-1970 Dorothy M. Carlson
1971-1984 June Sparks
1984-present Doug Lasher

For more information about Clark
County Treasurers go to
www.clark. wa.gov/treasurer/

ts:
HISTORYOFCLARKCOUNTY-
TREASURER pdf

Treasurer’s Role in County Financial Checks and Balances

( Treasurer for Coun \

and Taxing Districts

. Receipting of monies /'
. Disbursement of monies
®  (Cash Management Services

. Debt Management Services

Commissioners

Budget and Debt Approval

. RN
.

- Investment Services

. Banking Services

*  Financial Reporting for local gov-
\ ernments

State Auditor

Conducts an annual audit of the county

Auditor for County

. Account Payables
. Payroll

. Meonitor expenditures to the ap-
proved budget

®  Audit activities

®  County Financial Reporting )

2013
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Our Mission

The Clark County Treasurer's Office 1s
comumitted to ensuring effective
treasury management of the public’s
resources by mutually respecting the
needs of each of its customers.

County Debt Policy

The Clark County Finance Committee
adopted on August 13, 2013 a compre-
hensive County Debt Policy prepared by
the Treasurer’s staff. The Policy estab-
lishes the County’s requirements and
procedures for ensuring comphance with
federal laws relating to the 1ssuance and
post-issuance monitoring of tax-exempt
bonds and taxable Direct Pay Bonds.
The Policy also establishes the debt
management activity the County Treas-
urer shall perform and the Treasurer’s
expectation of the other county partners’
responsibilities. The Commuttee 1s com-
posed of the Clark County Treasurer as
Chairman, the Clark County Auditor as
Secretary and the current Chairman of
the Clark County Board of Commission-
ers.

Clark County Finance Committee
Greg Kimsey—Secretary (Auditor)
Doug Lasher—Chair (Treasurer)

Tom Mielke—Member (Commissioner)

(=]

Completion of PACS Phase II Contract

In 2013. Clark County completed work on the second phase of its property assess-
ment and collection system (PACS). The County went live with the first phase of the
PACS application m January 2009. and continued co-development for assessor and
treasurer functionality with our business partner True Automation. PACS release 38
was placed into production in October, signifying the completion of the project. The
County will continue to work with True Automation and the other PACS customers
within Washington State to enhance and modify the product to respond to legislative
changes and business requirements.

The County Treasurer has recognized a number of improvements with respect to how
taxes are created, billed, collected and distributed to county departments and local
taxing districts. With an annual property tax roll of over $525 mullion, the Treasurer’s
office:

e  (Creates and reconciles annual property tax rolls within five business days
s  Generates tax statement exports for printing services within two business days

* Processes and receipts payment imports daily from multiple sources including
mail, internet, bank bill-payer and mortgage company payments

e Distributes tax revenues daily to county departments and taxing districts

s Renuts tax revenues daily to local cities and the Port of Vancouver

e Reconciles tax payments dailv to the County’s general ledger and bank accounts
* Reconciles accounts receivable monthly for taxes and assessments

PACS has provided the Treasurer’s Office with a system that is scalable and effi-
cient. It has given the Treasurer’s Office reliable and accurate information, while
providing improved reporting and transparency for both internal and external custom-
ers.

From Our Customers...

*“ The PACS system has enabled our City to
obtain timely and current information,
which is very helpful in preparing our budg-
ets, Comprehensive Annual Financial Re-
port and in preparing bond issuance docu-
ments. The City relies on the PACs reports
to also track anmexations and prepare finan-
cial analysis such as ‘what-if” scenarios and
revenue forecasts.”

Finance Director, City of Camas
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Where Does Your Tax Money Go? Payment Options
The pie chart below shows how property taxes were distributed i Clark County: e ' & @
State Schools, S Ports, 2.41% Save time and money by paying online.
w;::”‘ e Fi on the phone, or by mail.
°'°”“\ Pay online: www.clark. wa.gov/treasurer
Cities, 11.86%

Pay by phone: (877) 778-4606

For additional payment options visit:
www.clark wa gov/treasurer/options/opt
ions html

Payment Sources: 2013

County, 12.15"_/

Mortgage & Lender 142,027
Local Schools,
Fire Districts, 5.63%_/ \Libnm 3.85% M Mail / lockbox 104,892
In person 47,192
Online sources 13,071

County Investment Pool: Adding Value to Local Government

The Clark County Treasurer’s Office manages an intermediate investment pool. Over the past five years, the County pool has
yielded approximately $9.8 million more in investment earnings than would have been gained by investing funds in the Wash-
ington State Local Government Investment Pool (LGIP).

2013 Interest Rates By Month

0.50
045
0.40
g 035
i Investment Alternatives
020
b —a—(ounty Investment Pool
-3; 02 . =@ State Pool - LGIP
2 o - —#— 3 month CD
i 0.15 .".‘\*_H_._.‘f. w2 year Tre asury Note
0.10
i The Investment Advisory Committee
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meets quarterly, sharing information with

participants of the County’s investment
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Looking Founard

2014 Goals

Yoy, v

Clark County

e Upgrade Electronic Bill and Payment Services
Treasurer’s Office

Doug Lasher e Upgrade Remittance Processmg (Lockbox) Services
PO Box 5000 3 -

1300 Franklin Street e Implement Positive Pay for taxing districts
Vancouver, WA 98666 o

Phone: 360-397-2255 e Implement Payee Positive Pay for the County

Fax: 360-397-6042
E-mail: treasoffi@clark wa.gov
hitp://www.clark wa gov/treasurer/

e Implement the eREET and eRecording Portal for all title
companies and third party submutters

¢ Implement online property tax foreclosure auction

e Improve overall online presence and online services avail-
able on the front page of the Treasurer’s Office web site

INTEGRITY
i Long-Term Strategic Goals
ACCURACY _ _ _ _
e Continue responsible stewardship of public funds
RELIABILITY ¢  Enhance customer experience, form partnerships, foster an
engaged and informed community
ACCOUNTABILITY e Make the Treasurer's Office a great place to work

e Conftinue to leverage diversity within our workgroup

Treasurer’s Office Budget Full-Time Employees

2007-2008 2009-2010 2011-2012 2013-2014 _ .
Year FTE’s
Tax Service $2.249.774 $2.366.439 $2.469.205 $2.559.543
2

Finance $1.415.137 $938.125 $907.635 $948.106 1980 20.00
Administration $1.146.584 $1.263,620 $1.102.921 | $1.105919 2010 25.00
Office Total $4,811,495 $4,568,184 $4.479.761 $4.613.568 2013 2475
% Change from previous period -5.06% -1.94% 2.99%

About This Report

The Association of Government Accountants (AGA) developed guidance on producing Citizen Centric Reporting
as a method to demonstrate accountability to residents. See www .agacgfm org/citizen/ for more nformation.
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The Positive Pay bank software program for taxing districts was implemented in February 2014 in order to
prevent check fraud. The County has had the Positive Pay (bank) program for a number of years and in March
2014 went to a Payee Positive Pay program which gave the county additional money security features.

Electronic Real Estate Excise Tax and Recording processing is available for title companies. Currently, two title
companies are using the automated process.

In February, the County Treasurer’s Office’s first online tax foreclosure auction was a success. Most future
property tax auctions will be conducted on line. The on line auction is easier to administer and allows for
greater public participation.

Joint Lobby Activity (Assessor, Auditor and Treasurer Offices Lobby on second floor)
Email to Joint Lobby Staff
Hi All,

Whew....we made it through another tax season our numbers for 4/30/2014 we assisted 799 customers; average wait time was 7:12
(minutes) and average service time was 3:51(minutes).

Overall for the three days a total of 1,996 customers were assisted; overall average for wait times were 5:58 (minutes) and average
service time was 4:32 (minutes). Yeah....I have attached April 30 number and the numbers for April 28-30.

This is the first time for the express lane for a first half tax season. The express lane (s) handled approximately 45% of the 1,587
payments that were process through the lobby this week.

Highlights of first half tax season:
Express lane — 2 properties or less paying with a check (s)

Only one payment only window — any number of properties and any tender type, in past years before the express lane we would have
3-4 payment only windows

First time ever 5 stations had fully crossed trained staff and their skill set was set up as first in first out. We wanted to see how this
would impact the lobby and | can say having a large number of fully crossed trained staff really assisted with the smooth flow of the
lobby experience for our customers because they did not have to be transferred between staff.

We had so many great compliments during these three days that let me know we are moving in the correct direction with our cross
trained staff and our express lane.

Thank you all for the best ever tax season to date.
Thank you,
Kathy Lee

Clark County Treasurer Office
Tax Service Office Manager



Joint Lobby Activity (continued)

From: Lee, Kathy

Sent: Friday, October 31, 2014 8:08 AM
To: DL, Cnty Joint Lobby All-Staff;
Subject: Joint Lobby - another great day

Good Morning Everyone,

This is the BIG game day. WOW what a week we have had. Yesterday we served 475 customers in the lobby, whew....with average
wait times of 1 minute 22 seconds.

So far for this week we have served 1,460 customers with an average wait time of 1 minute and 40 seconds.
It is exciting to see where we will be after today. Everyone has done such a FANTASIC, TERIFFIC JOB this week.
Thank you,

Kathy Lee
Clark County Treasurer Office
Tax Service Office Manager

ok ok K kK ¥

Last summer, we ran a report to determine our wait times for the month of June. In looking at the data, we transferred a total of 166
customer transactions from the staff person who called the initial ticket to another in order to be able to complete the customers’
business with us. Those transfers resulted in our customers waiting for an additional total of 26 hours, 54 minutes & 13 seconds in
June 2013.

By comparison, in May 2014 we transferred a total of 7 customer transactions from the staff person who called the initial ticket to
another. Those transfers resulted in our customers waiting for an additional total of 1 hour, 40 minutes & 17 seconds in May 2014.

The cross-training effort for our Joint Lobby staff decreased both the number of transactions requiring a transfer as well as the
amount of additional wait time a customer spent until someone was able to continue to help the taxpayer complete their business
with us.

Let me know if | can be of additional help.
Thanks!

Shelley

Shelley Price

Manager, Assessment Services
Clark County Assessor’s Office



I am so proud of our joint lobby staff. It is great to see the cross training provide such dividends to the tax payers of Clark
County. Thank you all for your hard work.

Peter VanNortwick

Clark County Assessor

Wow, what an incredible performance by the Joint Lobby Staff. A 12% reduction in customer visits for the week and a 68% reduction
in average wait time!

Congratulations and thank you!
Greg Kimsey

Clark County Auditor

The activities described above are just a portion of the activities and projects performed during this
period in the Treasurer’s Office (including some staff of the Auditor and Assessor’s Offices).

In 2010, the population estimate in Clark County was
431,000

i History of Clarke County, Washington Territory, Alley, B. F., pp 394-395, Portland, Oregon, Washington Pub. 1885

i History of Clarke County, Washington Territory, Alley, B. F., p 288, Portland, Oregon, Washington Pub. 1885

" Clark County Genealogical Society, “Clark County Pioneers,” Vancouver, Washington, 1989 pp. 458-459.

Y Clark County Genealogical Society, “Clark County Pioneers,” Vancouver, Washington 1989 p. 143

¥ Clark County Genealogical Society, “Clark County Pioneers,” Vancouver, Washington 1989 p. 489

v History of Clarke County, Washington State Territory, Alley, B. F., pp. 378-379, Portland, Oregon, Washington Pub. 1885
‘I Clark County Genealogical Society, “Clark County Pioneers,” Vancouver, Washington, 1989 p. 148

History of Clarke County, Washington State Territory, Alley, B. F., p. 377, Portland, Oregon, Washington Pub. 1885

X Clark County Genealogical society, “Clark County Pioneers,” Vancouver, Washington 1989, p. 506
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