Environmental Building Standard recommendations

This is a brief summary of some of the recommendations that were created
specifically around environmental building standards and what we think the county
should continue to do or add on to what they are already doing. These recommendations
are a part of a twenty-seven page policy report on sustainability the Youth Commission
created for the Board of County Commissioners as an assignment they gave us. This
summary of our recommendations was created for you, the reader, to review and
understand the recommendation around an area that you might be interested in. You can
also obtain the full copy of the report by calling Elizabeth Hill at her extension 5133.
Having the full report on hand can give you a fuller explanation of our reasoning and
process for each recommendation.

LEED’s standards should apply to everyone constructing a new building.

e We understand that the county is already taking a step by having the public
service building LEED certified but we think that they could do more. We want
all buildings that are newly built to be LEED certified. It’s not only
environmentally sustainable by reusing materials but it is healthy for the
employees that work in the building. This would include schools, county
buildings, and any large buildings that are constructed.

Buildings should be on or near a possible mass transportation route for access.

e We believe that having access with public transportation will help play a role in
developing Clark County. Having businesses near public transportation will also
offer employees an incentive to take public transportation to reduce the amount of
cars on the road as well as saving employee’s money on gas. Clark County has
already seen a massive explosion in urban growth as well as an influx of business
plazas arriving; all Clark County needs now is to provide a strong public
transportation to these places to offer growth and more development.

Support green materials (reusable building materials).

e Common parts of a building that could be reused to help build another building
could include things like energy efficient windows, fluorescent light bulbs and
lighting fixtures, office furniture or even greenery around the building. The more
items that are reused, the less material goes into our landfills. This also means that
materials would not have to be used to make more products, thus reducing the
amount of pollutants put out by factories. Reusable building materials should also
be available to be reusable with homes too.

Encourage or influence partial LEED standards on already built buildings.

e What we are recommending is that the county start phasing in LEED standards to
other businesses to help local businesses as well as large businesses achieve an
environmental safe standard. A slow phase-in of LEED standards could mean
adding a few energy efficient windows, insulation to keep warm temperatures in
the winter, or even retrofitting old energy sucking appliances to help further boost
savings.

How much more does it cost?
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e Inour research we found a number that said it usually only costs five percent
more than building non-sustainable.
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